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A 
VISITATION SERMON 


Concerning the 
Great Difficulty and Danger 
OF THE 


Prieſtly Office. 


S. James, Chap. iii. Ver. 1. 
My Brethren, be not many Maſters, 

knowing that we ſhall recerve the 

greater Condemnation. | 


ES HE Text may at firſt Sight ap- 


pear to ſome to ſtand at a very 
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1. Some underſtand the Maſters here in my 
Text, to be proud, malicious Cenſors, and Fudges 
of other Mens Actions, and ſo expound the 
Text as a Prohibition of raſh anduncharitable 
Judgment, and make it parallel to that of our 
Saviour, Matth. vii. ver. 1. Judge not, that ye 
be not judged. Be not raſh and haſty in cenſu- 
ring or judging the Actions of others, or ſpeak- 
ing evil of them, conſidering that by ſo doing, 
you will but procure a greater Judgment of God 
upon yourſelves. The chief, if not the only 
Argument for this Interpretation, is the On- 
text of the Apoſtles Diſcourſe, which in the 
following Verſes is wholly ſpent againſt the 
Vices of the Tongue. Bur, W 

2, Others there are, who interpret the Maſters 
in the Text, to be Paſtors or Teachers in the 
Church of God; and accordingly underſtand the 
Words as a ſerious Caution againſt the raſh Un- 
dertaking of the Paſtoral Office or Function, as an 
Office attended with great Difticulty and Dan- 
ger, a Task very hard to be diſcharg d, and where- 
in whoever miſcarries, makes himfelf thereb 
liable to a ſeverer Judgment of Almighty God. 
\ This latter Interpretation (with Submiſſion 
I ſpeak it) ſeems to me, almoſt beyond doubt, 
the genuine Senſe of the' Apoſtle. The Rea- 
Tons are evident in the Text itſelf, For, I. Un- 
leſs we thus expound the Words, it will be 
hard to give a rational Account of this Word 
FAX, many, why it ſhould be inſerted. For 
if we underſtand thoſe Maſters rhe Apoſtle 
Tpeaks of, to be raſh Judges and Cenfurers cf 


others, 
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others, tis moſt certain then, one ſuch would 
be too many, and the Multiplicity of them 
would not be the only culpable thing. But on 
the other fide, if we receive the latter Inter- 
pretation, the Account of the Word @0ax0 is 
eaſily render d, according to the Paraphraſe of 
Eraſmus, thus; (4) let not Paſtors or Teachers be 
100 vulgar and cheap among you; let not every Man 
ruſh into ſo ſacred an Office and Function. And 
Druſius's Gloſs on this very Word is remarka- 
ble : Summa ſummarum ; quo pauciores ſunt Ma- 
giſtri,ed meliùs agitur cum 8 ut medico- 
rum olim Cariam, ita Doctorum & Mag iſtrorum 
nunc multitudo perdit Rempublicam. Otinam 
vanus ſim. I need not Engliſh the Words to 
thoſe whom they concern. N 

2, If we embrace any other Interpretation, 
we muſt of Neceſſity depart from the manifeſt 
Propriety of the Greek Word, which our Tran- 
flators render Maſters The Word is Judd- 
TX4a0:, which whoſo underſtands the firſt Ele- 
ments of the Greek Tongue, knows to be de- 
rived from 4\1S45xw to teach, and ſo literally to 
fignify Teachers. Be not many Teachers. 

And ſo accordingly the Syriack renders it by 
a Word, which, the learned Druſius tells us, is 
parallel to the Hebrew , which un- 
doubtedly ſignifies Doctors or Teachers. 
Theſe Reaſons are ſufficient to juſtify out 
Interpretation, though I might add the Au- 
thority of the Ancients, who generally follow . 
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Sy (a) Ne paſſim ambiatis fr agiſtti, 
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this Senſe, as alſo the concurrent Judgment 
of our moſt learned modern Annotators, E- 
raſmus, Vatablus, Caſtelli, Eftius, Druſius, 
Grotius, with many others. 

As for-the-Connexion of the Words, thus 
explaind, with the following Diſcourſe of 
the Apoſtle, I ſuppoſe this very eaſy Account 
may be given of it. The Moderation and 
Government of the Tongue, (on which St. 
James, in the Sequel of the Chapter, wholly 
inſiſts) though ir be a general Duty, (for there 
is no Mans Tongue fo lawleſs as to be exempt- 
ed from the Dominion of right Reaſon and 
ang”. ere. yet it is a Duty wherein the Paſtor 
or Teacher hath a peculiar Concern. The Mi- 
niſter's Tongue is a chief Tool and Inſtrument 
of his Profeſſion, that which ex Officio he 
muſt often make uſe of: He lies under a Ne- 
ceſlity of ſpeaking much and often, and the 
Wiſe-Man tells us, In the Multitude of Words 
there wanteth not Sin, Prov. x. ver. 19. And 
certainly, there is ſcarce any Conſideration 
more powerful, to deterra Man from underta- 
king the Office of a Teacher, than this; how 
extremely difficult and almoſt impoſlible it is, 
for a Man that ſpeaks much and often, fo to 
govern his Tongue, as to ſpeak nothing that 
either is itſelf untit, or in an unfit Time, or 
after an undue Manner; and yet how highly 
every Teacher is concern d ſo to do. 

So that tis a very eaſy Knot, to faſten my 
Text to the next Verſe, thus: Let not every 
Man ambitiouſly affect the Office of a Teacher 
222 IN 113 
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in the Church of God, conſidering that tis an 
Office of great Difficulty and Danger; For in 
many things we offend all ; if any Man offend not 
in Word, the ſame is à per fett Man, &c. As 
if he hadfaid, As there are many ways, where- 
by the beſt of us dooffend, ſo there is no Way 
whereby we ſo ealily fall into Sin, as by that 
flippery Member the Tongue ; and there is no 
Man more expoſed to this Danger of tranſ- 
greſſing with the Tongue, than the Teacher, 
who makes ſo much and ſo frequent Uſe of 
it. So that the Teacher is 7#A«0; A, A rare 
and perfettly accompliſh'd Man indeed, that hath 
acquired the perfect Government of his Tongue. 
He that can do that, who fails not in that 
Piece of his Duty, may eaſily alſo bridle his 
whole Body, i. e. rightly manage himſelf in 
all the other Parts of his Paſtoral Office. But 
this, as it is very neceſſary, ſo it is extremely 
difficult, and therefore () be not many Teachers. 

To this it will not be amiſs to add, what 
Gratins wiſely obſerves, that the Admonition 
of the Apoſtle concerning the Vices of the 
Tongue, ſubjoin'd to the Caution in my Text, 
(c) is chiefly directed againſt branl ing and conten- 
tious Diſputers ; ſuch Teachers as abuſe their 
Liberty of Speaking, unto looſe Diſcourſes, 
and take occaſion from thence to vent their 
own Spleen and Paſſions. Men of intempe- 
rate Spirits, and virulent Tongues, Troublers 
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(c) Maxime dire&a eſt in rixoſos diſputatores, 
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10 A Companion for the 
rather than Teachers of the People, whoſe 
Tongues are indeed Cloven Tongues of Fire, 
but not ſuch as the Apoſtles were endow'd 
with from above, as ſerving to burn, rather 
than to enlighten, to kindle the Flames of Fa- 
ion, Strife and Contention, rather than thoſe 
of Piety and Charity in the Church of God. 
And indeed, the direful and tragical Effects, 
which the Apoſtle in this Chapter aſcribes to 
the evil Tongue, as that it is 4 Fire, a World 
of Iniquity, defiling the whole Body, (d) ſetting 
on Fire 4 Courſe of Nature, full of deadly Poi- 


ſon, &c. are ſuch as are not ſo eaſily produ- 


cible by the Tongue of a private Man, as of 
a Teacher. (e) Whoſe Diſcourſe (faith Eraſ- 
mus) ſpreads its Poiſon by ſo much the more gene- 
rally and effeftaall, as the Authority of the Speaker 
is greater, and his Advantage alſo of ſpeaking 


to many, 


Having removed this ſeeming Rub in the 
Context, I return again to the Text itſelf ; 
wherein you may pleaſe to obſerve, 1. A ſe- 
rious Diſſuaſive from the raſh Undertaking of the 
Paſtoral Office; My Brethren, be not many Ma- 
fters, or Teachers. 2. A ſolid Argument or 
Reaſon to enforce it, drawn from the Difficulty and 
the Danger thereof ; knowing that we ſhall re- 
ceive, &c. pelov nina, a greater or ſeveret 
Judgment, i. e. God will require more of us 
that are Teachers, than of others; we ſhall not 
eſcape or be acquitted in the divine Judgment 


— — 


(d) ®noyilovax Thy Tho wv TH5 VEVYTEWC. ; 
(e) Cujus Sermo hòc latins. ac periculoſius ſpargit ſuum ve- 
nenum, quod auctoritate dicentis commendetur. 
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at ſo eaſy a rate as they, There is a Place in 
the excellent Book of Wiſdom, that is exactly 
parallel ro my Text, and gives great Light to 
it, Chap. vi. ver. 5. () A ſharp Fudgment 
ſhall be io them that are in high Places, Where 
the oi \2p+x07]:s, tnoſe that are in high Places 
in the State, anſwer tothe SiS aozaxu in my 
Text; the Teachers in the Church : The ueiors 
« ToTouG©-, the ſharp, or the preciſe and ſevcre 
Judgment, to the pet riue, the greater 
Judgment in the Text. 

I ſhall not at all inſiſt on the firſt Branch of 
the Diviſion, the Diſſuaſive; as remembring 
that | am to preach, not an Ordination, but a 
Viſitation Sermon; and to diſcourſe not to 
Candidates of Holy Orders, but to ſuch as 
are already engaged in that ſacred Profeſſion, 
I come therefore to the Reaſon or Argument in 
the Text, (as of very much Concernment to all 
that are in the Prieſtly Office) drawn from the 
great Difficulty and Danger thereof, To repre- 
{ent both which, as tully as my ſhort Allow- 
ance of Time, and much ſhorter Scantling of 
Abilities will permit, ſhall be my preſent Bu- 
ſineſs. 

And fir /,, as to the Difficulty of the Teacher's 
Office, it is a very great Difficulty fully to ex- 
plain it. So many are the Branches of his 
Duty, that it were a tedious Labour to reckon 
them up; Lord! what a Task is it then to 
diſcharge them! I jhall content myſelf 
therefore rudi Minervi, briefly and only in ge- 


—  — — 
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neral to deſcribe the chiefeſt Requiſites that 
are neceſſary to conſtitute a complete Teacher 
in the Church of God; and even by that little 
which I ſhall fay, I doubr not but it will ap- 
pear, how very formidable, how tremendous 
an Undertaking that Function deſerves to be 
accounted. The Teacher's Office then requires 
a very large Knonledge, a great Prudence, an 
ex:mplary Holineſs, And ſurely much is re- 
quired of him, of whom theſe things are re- 
. | DO 

1. Then, the Firft Requiſite to the Office of 4 
Teacher, is a very large Knonledge. The very 
Name of his Office implies this; he is gu 
, 4 Teacher; and he that is ſuch, muſt 
be, as the Apoſtle requires, 1 Tim. iii. 
ver. 2. (g) apt, or fit to reach. And this he 
cannot be, unleſs he be (H) well learned and in- 
ſtructed himſelf, and furniſhed with a plenti - 
ful Meaſure of Divine Knowlege. God him- 
ſelf, by the Prophet Malachi, Chap. if. ver. 7. 
requires that the Prieft's Lips NN RW) 
ſhould keep or preſerve Knowledge, Methinks 
the Expreſſion is more emphatical than is or- 
dinarily conceived. It ſeems to imply that 
the Prieſt ſhould be a kind of Repoſitory or 
Treaſury of Knowledge, richly furniſhed with 
Knowledge himſelf, and able alſo abundantly 
to fornith and ſupply the Wants of thoſe 
that ſhall at any time have Recourſe ro him 
for Inſtruction. And therefore it preſently 


% 
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follows: And they (that is, the People) 
ſhall ſeek the Law at his Mouth. Yea, the 
Words import that the Prieſt ſhould be a 
Treaſury of Knowledge not to be ex- 
hauſted. 

He muſt have Knowledge not only to ſpend, 
but to keep; not like thoſe that live from 
Hand to Mouth, or whoſe Stock of Know- 
ledge is quickly ſpent in a few Sermons, but 
he muſt have ſomething ſtill reſerved and laid 
up in Store, Methinks our Saviour doth ex- 
cellently expound this Text, though it be by 
a Parable, Matth. xiii. ver. 52. Every Scribe 
that is inſtructed in the Kingdom of Heaven, is 
like unto & Man that is an Houſholder, which 
bringeth forth out of his Treaſure, Things new 
and old. Where the Teaupea]ds or Scribe is 
the ſame among the Jews, with the - 
Juen O, the Fache, or Expounder of the Law. 
And tis the uſual Cuſtom of our Saviour, as 
Grotias obſerves, (i) © by Names in uſe a- 
„ mong the Fews, to expreſs ſuch Offices, as were 
&© 0 be inthe Chriſtian Church. The yeounas 
74; then, or Scribe, is the fame with the - 
$45 xax05, or Teacher, afterwards in the Church 
of Chriſt. This Scribe is faid by our Saviour 
to be (H) inſtructed anto or for the Kingdom of 
Heaven, i. e. well prepared, provided, fur- 
niſhed for the Preaching of the Goſpel. And 
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to ſhew that he is ſo, he is compared to the 
Honſholder, who for the Maintaining of his 
Family, and the Entertainment of his Gueſts 
all the Year long, is ſuppoſed to have an 
Wd3nxn, or Repolitory for Proviſions, (called 
here his 3:oavess, his Treaſure) and there to 
have laid in Proviſions «ave 4; maaaid, both 
new and old, i. e. a great Store and Abundance, 
Proviſions of all ſorts and kinds. As the 
Spouſe in the Canticles tells her Beloved, Chap. 
vii. ver.17. At our Gates are all manner of Fruits, 
both new and old, which I have laid up for thee. 
This kind of Hoſpitality (however by the Ini- 
quity of an ungrateful ſacrilegious Age he 
may be diſabled from exerciſing the other) 
is the indiſpenſable Duty of the Paſtor or 
Teacher. He muſt keep a Table well fur- 
niſhed with theſe heavenly Proviſions for all 
Comers. 
The Knowledge of a Teacher, we ſhall eaſily 
rant, extends itſelf into a very large Compaſs, 
if we conſider what that Science is, that he is to 
teach; Theology, (I) the Art of Arts; and the 
Science of Sciences, as Nazianzen [peaks ; the 
Queen and Miſtreſs of all other Diſciplines, 
to which they do all but ancillare, perform the 
Office of Handmaids, and yet in ſo doing they 
are of Uſe and Service to her. 
And upon that account, the Divine, if he 
will be complete, muſt be asu, muſt 
have compaſſed the eb ν,r⁰ει, in the mo- 


— 
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dern and more noble SignificationoftheWord ; 


J. e. the whole Circle of Arts and Sciences. 
And he that hath ſo done, illi des nominis hujus 
honorem, let him paſs for a perfect Divine, he 
only is adequate to ſo ample a Title. But 
(God be thanked) this is only the heroic Per- 
fection, not the neceſſary Qualification of a 
Teacher. A Man may very well content him- 
ſelf to fit in a much lower Form, and yet fit 
ſafely; he may move in a far inferiour Orb, 
and yet give much Light, and communicate a 
benign and uſeful Influence to the Church of 
God. Let us view therefore the neceſſary Parts 
of Theology itſelf, wherein the Teacher can- 
not be ignorant or uninſtructed, but to the 
very great Detriment of his Diſciples, and his 
own greater Shame and Hazard. How ample a 
Field have we ſtill before us? Here is Theolo- 
O poſitive, polemical, moral, caſuiſtical, and 
all maſt neceſſary for the Teacher. x 

As for poſitive Divinity, or the Knowledge 
of thoſe neceſlary ſpeculative Truths, that are 
revealed in Scripture, a Man can no more be a 
Divine, that is unacquainted with this, than he 
can be a Grammarian, that underſtands not the 
very firſt Elements of Grammar. And yet of 
ſo abſtruſe, ſo ſublime a Nature are even theſe 
Truths, that for a Man rightly to apprehend 
them, and clearly to explain them, eſpecially 
to the Capacity of his duller Hearers, is no 
very eaſy matter. 

Polemical or controverſial Divinity is Theologia 
mata, or that Part of Divinity which inſtructs 


and 
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and furniſheth a Man with neceſſary Weapons 
to defend the Truth againſt its Enemies. 
Now the good Shepherd's Office is not only to 
feed his Sheep, but ro ſecure them from the 
Wolves ; or elſe his Care in feeding them 
ſerves only to make them the fatter and richer 
Prey. And therefore S. Paul, Tit. i. ver. 9. re- 

uires that the Teacher ſhould be able, () both 
G ound Dodtrine to exhort his Hearers, (n) as 
alſo to convince or refute Gainſayers or Oppoſers. 
Hec non ſunt Ts Tuyov|Cr, (as Grotius well gloſ- 
ſeth on the Text) every Man cannot do this, 
and yet every Teacher muſt. The Times 
wherein we live do much heighten the Necef- 
ſity of this Study: For we may enforce this 
Duty on all Teachers, by the ſame melancho- 
ly Argument that St. Paul doth in the fore- 
mention d Text. The Teacher (faith he) muſt 
be able to convince Gainſayers : Why fo? He 
gives the Reaſon, ver. 10, 11. There are many 
unruly and vain Teachers and Decetvers, &c. 
whoſe Mouths muſt be ſtopt, who ſubvert whole 
Houſes, teaching things which they ought not. 
Theſe unruly and vain Teachers, theſe Decei- 
vers were never certainly in à greater Num- 
ber than now they are. Theſe Mens Mouths 
muſt be ſtopt, there is a Neceſſity for it; for 
otherwiſe they will ſubvert whole Houſes, yea 
and pervert whole Pariſhes. Not that we 
have any Hopes in this Age to ſtop the Mouths 


0 
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of our Oppoſers, ſo as to make them ceaſe ſpea- 
kin 12 ba gm 
as the Apoſtle ſomewhere ſpeaks, (o) anreaſon- 
able Mer. that war's wrt co mit 2 
any Topicks ;. no Argumentation, though ne- 
ver ſo convincing, will make them give Pack 3 
but ſo at leaſt, as that they ſhall be able to ſpea 
little to the | urpoſe, ſo as to ſatisfy ſober, hum- 
ble, docible Perſom who have not paſſionately 
eſpous d an Error, or, to ſpeak in the Apoſtle's 
Phraſe, that are not given up to ſtrong Deluſſonc, 
to believe Lyes, that they may be damu d. In a 
word, our Fate in theſe Days is much like 
that of the Rebuilders of Fer»ſalem after the 
Captivity, that were neceſſitated every one, with 
one of his Hands to work in the Building, with the 
other to hold a Weapon, Nehem. iv. ver. 17. 
With one Hand we muft build up our People 
in the Doctrine of Piety, with the other we 


muſt reſiſt Heretical Oppoſers, who otherwiſe 


will demoliſh as faſt as we build. Ne 
And to quicken us to this Part of our Stu- 
dy, methinks no Conſideration can be more 
forcible than this; to obſerve, where Miniſters 
are defective therein, with what Triumph 
and Oftentation Deceivers carry Souls captive, 


to the Diſgrace not only of the Perſons, . but 


alſo of the Function of the Teachers, yea and 


of Trath itſelf, which is wounded- thus 
through their Sides, and bleeds through their 


— 1 


Weakneſs and Folly. 
| | i — dT. 
| B But 


awl they will to Eternity; they are, 


| 
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But let us leave this thorny Field of Controver- 
ſial, and ſtep a little into the other more fruit- 
ful, of Moral or Practical Divinity. Of this 
one ſpeaks moſt truly: (p) The Knozledge of 
Controverſies is made neceſſary by Hereticks, the 
Study of Piety by God himſelf. Theology is 
doubtleſs a Practical Science, nothing in it but 
what aims at this End. And therefore he 
that neglects this Practical Part of it, under- 
ſtands not the very Deſign of his own Pro- 
feſſion. Without this a Man deſerves no more 
to be accounted 4 Divine, than he a Phyſician 
that underſtands little or nothing of Therapeu- 
ticks. Lis true, there are ſome (otherwiſe not 
unlearned Men) that deſpiſe this Part of 
Theology, as a vulgar, trivial, eaſy, obvious 
thing. But ſure they very much diſparage 
their own Judgment, who let the World un- 
derſtand that they are of this Mind: And 
the Event commonly ſhews how much they 
are miſtaken. For bring theſe Doctors our 
of their Academick Cells, tet them to preach in 
a Conntry Congregation, and they ſoon become 
the Objects of Laughter, or rather of Pity 
to the Wiſer. To obſerve how they greedily 
' ſnatch at every Occaſion of engaging in a 
Controverſy, and that perhaps ſuch a one as 
was never before heard of by their Hearers, 
but a Controverſy they had read in ſome o 
their Books, though long ago dead and buri- 
ed; thus mantully encountring Ghoſts and 


| (v) Controverſiarum ſcientiam neceſſariam fecerunt Hare- 
tiei, alan Fett — ipſe mandavit. | 
| | Shadows, 
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Shadows. How learnedly they will diſcuſs 
the barren Subtleties of Aquinas or Katus, 
which the poor Souls no more underſtand 


than if they had read them a Lecture out © 


Cornelius Aprippa's occult Philoſophy. How 

when they 2 to Pratticals, = are velut 
in alium mundum tranſlati, as if they were enter d 
into a new «unknown World ; ſo frigid, barren, 
and liveleſs are their Diſcourſes on thoſe Sub- 
jets. And may the fame Shame, or a Serious 
Repentance, attend all the Contemners of this 


- uſeful Theology! 


Laſtly, There is CREE Divinity, which 
I diſtinguiſh from Moral or Practical, as a more 


noble Species thereof, and which therefore 


deſerves a diſtin Conſideration. For though 
all Caſviſtical Divinity be Practical, yet all 
Practical Divinity is not Caſuiſtical ; for the 
Deſign of Caſviſtical Divinity is to reſolve 
only the dubious and difficult Caſes that 
referr to Practice. How difficult this Study is, 
every Man that is not a very Stranger there- 
in, will readily acknowledge. And the Ne- 
ceſſity thereof is evident: For what more 
neeeſſary for a Teacher, than to be able to re- 
ſolve his People what their Duty is in diffi- 
cult Caſes? Teachers, no doubt, are purpoſely 
placed by God in theſe Croſs- ways, as Mercn- 
rial Statues, not dead, but living ſpeaki 
ones, directing the perplext Traveller towa 
the heavenly J ale and ſaying (as tis in 
the Prophet) bis 1s the Way, walk therein. And 


the Lord by the Prophet Malachi tells us, 
8 2 that 


of Apollos, 
How many things are neceſſary to give a Man 
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that the Prieſt ſhould be ſuch a one, as that 
the People may ſeek the Law at his Mouth. The 
Law, i. e. the Senſe of the Law, or what 
that Duty is, which the Law obligeth them to 
in doubtful Caſes. A very Oracle to be con- 
fulted by them on all Occaſions, Lis true, 
the greateſt Oracle may be ſometimes filenc'd 
by a greater Difficulty : But an Oracle altoge- 
ther ; Bar? is certainly a very lamentable Con- 
tradition, 

I have all this while fpoken nothing of the 
holy Scriptures, that deep and unſearchable 
Mine, from whence the Divine is to fetch all 
His Treaſure. From hence he is to borrow 
the Principles of all Theology, Poſitive, Pole- 


mical, Moral, Cafuiſtical ; and therefore tis 


evident, that unleſs he be well-ſtudied in 
theſe, he muſt needs be defective in all the 
reſt. He muſt needs be a weak Divine, that 
is not (q) mighty in the Scriptures, as tis ſaid 

Acts xvii. ver. 24. And, Lord, 


a right Underftanding of theſe ſacred Writings ! 
I confeſs, we are fallen into a very confident 
Age, wherein to interpret Scripture is counted 
the moſt obvious and eaſy thing; and every 
Mechanick, that ſcarce eee 
Senſe, will venture on the Expounding of 
theſe myſterious Books. We have fo child- 
mhly departed from the Error of the Romſh 
Church, in aſſerting an inexplicable Obſcurity 


cr 


— 
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of the Scriptures, even in things. neceſſary 
that for fear of this Charybdis we are ſwallow d 
up in as dangerous a Scylla, to make the Scrip- 
tures even deſpicable and contemptible. For, 
Gas Nazianzen truly faith, that which is thus 
eaſily underſtood, is generally with as much Eaſe 
flighted and contemned. But we know who they 
are, ho (J) run from one bad Extreme to another. 
For *tis certain, that rightly to underſtand the 
holy Scriptures is a very difficult thing, eſpe- 
cially for us, who live at ſo great a Diſtance 
from thoſe Times wherein they were written, 
and thoſe Perſons and Churches to whom they 
were directed. *Tis no ſlender Meaſure of 
the Knowledge of Antiquity, Hiſtory, Philology, 
that is requiſite to qual y a Man for ſuch an 
Undertaking, They know nothing of the ho- 
iy Scriptures, that know not this. And there- 
re thoſe unlearned and ignorant Men, that 
venture on the Expoſition of Scripture, being 
perfect Strangers to theſe Parts of Learning, 
muſt of Neceſſity wreſt them to their own and 
their Hearers Deſtruction. N 
Icannotomit to take notice here of that com- 
mon Axiom, (t) A good Textuary is 4 good Di- 
vine; and to obſerve that it is moſt true, if 
rightly underſtood, If by a Textuary, we mean 
him who hath not only a Concordance of Scri- 
ptures in his Memory, but alſo a Commentary on 


3 


(Dum vitant vitia in contraria currunt. 
(t) Beuus Textnalis, * Theologus. 


11 
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them in his Underſtanding ; who thinks it not 
enough to be ready in alledging the bare Words 
of Scripture, with the mention of Chapter and 
Verſe where it is written, unleſs he know the 
Senſe and Meaning of what he recites. The 
former every illiterate Sectary is able to do, 
who can quote Scriptures by Dozens and 
Scores, the ; whereof he underſtands not, 
and are little to his purpoſe. The latter is the 
proper Commendation of the Div ine. Without 
this Grain of Salt, the Aphoriſm, but now men- 
tion d, moſt juſtly falls under the ſevere Cen- 
fure of our learned Prideaux: (uA good Tex- 


| tuary is a good Divine, ſay many, who underſtand 


not, mind not, either the Text, or Divinity, or 
Goodneſs, We have ſeen the neceſſary Parts of 
Theology nidely delineated, and yet even by 
this imperfect Draught we may take an Eſti- 
mate, how large that Man's Knowledge ought 
be, that is oblig d to underſtand all theſe 
things. 
ral confeſs that here alſo (and I have as much 

reaſon to rejoice in it as moſt of my Brethren) 
a Latitude is to be allow d, and it were a Cru- 
elty worſe than that of Procruſtes, to ſtretch all 
Men to the ſame Giant-like Proportion of 
Knowledge that ſome attain to. But yet doubt- 
leſs tis a wiſe and prudent Severity, as (x Va- 


Lianxen ſpeaks, to meaſure every Teacher, and 


—— — ai. * 


me 


(u) Benus Textualis, Beans Theologus, clamant quamply- 
ri mi, qui nec de texti, uec de T beologia, nec de bomiate ſunt 


oliciti. 
frretch 


(z) Tiaperreiver Toi; Tixthou xdvegiys 
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firetch him out to S. Paul's Rules and Canons. And 
they, as we have already heard, require that he 
ſhould be 1Þax]inds5, apt and fit to teach, i. e. 
in ſome competent Meaſure able to inſtruct his 
Hearers in all theſe uſeful Parts of Theology. 
2. I bave diſcourſed fo largely of the fir/ Re- 
ifite of the Teacher's Office chat if I gave over 
to convince any ſober 
Perſon of the Difficulty thereof. But yet this 
is not all. A very great Prudence alſo is re- 
quired in the Teacher, or elſe his Knowledge 
will be uſeleſs and unſerviceable. Wiſdom 
is the Soul that animates and enlivens Know- 
ledge, without which a large Knowledge is 
but like a huge Carcaſs, a lifeleſs unactive 
thing. And if any Man thinks that Sience 
and Prudence are things inſeparable, ſad Ex- 
perience refutes him. Every learned Man 


is not a wiſe Man, and there are ſome who 


have read very many Books, but very few Men; 
who have dwelt ſo much in their Studies, that 
they underſtand little abroad in the World, 
no not in.their own little World, I mean 
their Charges and Pariſhes, There are ſome 
that have a large Meaſure of the Spirit of 
Knowledge, but want the Spirit of Govern- 
ment, which yet is moſt neceſſary for him who 
is to be a Guide of Souls. Every Teacher is 
concern d to be wiſe, both for himſelf, and 
thoſe committed to his Charge. For himſelf, to 
take heed of Men, that he be neither betrayed 
by falſe Brethren, nor become a Prey to the 
Malice of profeſſed Enemies ; to decline both 
the Envy and Contempt of his Neighbours; to 

5 4 keep 
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keep himſelf within the Bounds of his Calling; 
(y) to mind his own Buſineſs, &c. To this kind 
of Wiſdom belongs the: Advice of our Savi- 
our, when ſending forth his Apoſtles, as inno- 
cent Lambs amongſt the Wolyes of that Age, 
he cautions them to be wiſe as Serpents, and in- 
nocent as Doves, Matth. x. ver. 16. i. e. To uſe 
all honeſt and ſinleſs Arts to ſecure themſelves. 
But this is not the Prudence which I principally 
intend; for if a Miniſter be defective in this, 


he is no Man's Foe but his own; he hurts on- 


ly himſelf, and that but in temporal Con- 
cerns. 

I add therefore, that he is to be wiſe for 
thoſe committed to bis Charge, leſt by any In- 


; diſcretion of his, he obſtructs that which ought 


to be his great Deſign and Buſineſs, the eternal 
Salvation of their Souls. And here how many 
things are there, which a Teacher is concern'd 
to underſtand? He muſt be wiſe fo to frame 
His Diſcourſes, eſpecially in publick, that he 
ſpeak nothing that may either offend the Weak, 
or give Advantage to the Malicious ; that his 
Sermons may not only be good in themſelves, 
but adapted and fitted to the Neceſſity of his 
Hearers; that he make choice of the moſt 
ſuirable and powerful Arguments,to enforce on 
them thoſe Chriſtian Duties, whereto he exhorts 
them. He muſt be wiſe in the Government 
of his Carriage and Actions, diftinguiſhing 
eſpecially between Lawfulneſs and Expediency, 
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and ſhunning not only that which is directly 
ſinful, but whatſoever is ſcandalous and offen- 
five. He muſt be wiſe in his common Con- 
verſe with his People, that he be neither of too 
eaſy, or too moroſe and difficult an Acceſs ; 
but eſpecially he is to be careful of this in his 
freer ä — ; that he indulge not him- 
ſelf any Liberty more than ordinary, among 
thoſe who will make an ill Uſe of that where 
in there was no Ill intended. He is to be 
wiſe in the Choice of his Friends, not to in- 
ſcribe any Man into that e, that may 
reflect any Diſparagement on his Perſon or 
Function. For qui non contemnitur 4 ſe, con- 
temnitur a ſocio. He muſt be wiſe, eſpecially 
in the Government of his own Family : For as 
the Apoſtle excellently reaſons, If « Man know 
not how to rule his own Hoxſe, how ſhall he tate 
care of the Charch of God? 1 Tim iii. 6. He 
muſt be wiſe to enquire into the State of his 
Flock, and to diſcern their particular Tem- 
pers and Conſtitutions; and even to ſearch in- 
to their Hearts and ſecret Inclinations. He 
muſt be wiſe to adminiſter private Counſels 
and Reproofs, duly obſerving the Circumſtan- 
ces of Time, of Place, of Perſon, of Diſpo- 
ſition. For as the wiſeſt of Men tells us, 4 
* — Jpoken is like Apples of Gold in Pictures 
of Silver, Prov. xxv. 11. Theſe, and many o- 
ther things, the Teacher is deeply concerned to 

be well verſed in ; and what a Task is this ? 

If it be objected, That Prudence is 4 thin 
nine er Pour, en rhino) Gif of Gul, 
| IK 
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which He beſtows on whom He pleaſeth, as He doth 


Beauty, or Wealth, or a good Natural Wit, and 
therefore cannot reaſonably be impafed on a Man 


as his Duty. 1 anſwer, If this Prudence were 


wholly out of our Election, yet this certainly 


was left to our free Choice, whether we would 


undertake that Office whereto ſo great Pru- 


_ dence is requiſite, We have oblig'd ourſelves 
to it, by engaging in that Function, that can- 


not be diſcharg'd without it. But indeed; this 
excellent Gift of God is in a great Degree put 
within our Power, in Conjunction with theDi- 
vine Aſſiſtance. We may and muſt endeavour 
for it, "diligently ſtudy it, carefully obſerve 
Things and Perſons, faithfully record Experi- 
ments, conſult wiſer Friends. But above all 
things we muſttake S. James s Advice, Hany Man 
want Wiſdom, let him ack of God, who giveth libe- 
rally,and upbraideth not, and it ſhall be = him, 

ame s i. ver. 5. Eſpecially, if he deſire it con- 

antly, earneſtly, and above all things in the 
World; if with Solomon he deſpiſe Greaneſs 
and Wealth, and all other ſecular Advantages; 


and, before them all, deſire this one thing of 


God, That He would give kim Wiſdom and Know- 
to ge and Guidance, 2 Chron. i. ver. 10. 
. I come now to the laſt though not the 
leaſt of thoſe Requiſites that are neceſſary 
to the Office of a Teacher, viz. An exemplary 
Holineſs. For of this I may fay, as the Apo- 
ſtle doth, ſpeaking of the three Theological 
Graces, 1 Cor. xiil. ver. 13. And now abideth 
Faith, Hope, and Charity, theſe three, but the 


ſedge to go in and out before the People committed 
is 
3 


greateſt 


* 2 


— — — . ˙ 


Candidates of Holy Orders. 27 


greateſt. of theſe is Charity. So here, there re- 
maineth Knopledge, Prudence, Holineſs, all 
three neceſſary Requiſites to make up a com- 
plete Teacher, but the greateſt of theſe is Ho- 
lineſs. And what he farther ſays of the ſame 
Grace of Charity, in the beginning of the 
ſame Chapter, may with a little Change be ap- 
ly'd alſo to our preſent Purpoſe. If a Man 
had a4cay yoo all ſorts of Knonledge, fo 
as to be able to under ſtand all Myſteries ; if 
he were prudent, beyond the prodigious - 
| Meaſure of. Solomon's Wiſdom ; if thoſe En- 
dowments were crown'd in him with an Elo- 
quence more than humane, ſo that he were able 
to diſcourſe like an Angel; yet without this 
Holineſs he were as nothang, or at beſt but as 
the ſounding Braſs. or tinkling Cymbal. I he 
Prieſt that is not cloath'd nith Righteouſneſs, 
though otherwiſe richly adorn'd with all the 
Ornaments of humane and divine Literature, 
and thoſe gilded over with the Rays of a ſe-- 
eg Prudence and Sagacity, is yet but a 
naked, beggarly, deſpicable Creature, of no 
Authority, no Intereſt, no Uſe or Service in 


the Church of God. Ihe unholy Teacher, 


e . 0 ron rd can 


ed let him preach never ſo well, diſcourſeth to lit- 
0. tle purpoſe; there will be no Life in his Do- 
10 arine, becauſe his Life is ſo deſtitute of the 
ry Spirit of Holineſs, he will ſooner damn hisown 
ry Soul, than ſave any Man's elſe. His Diſcour- 
9 ſes, though arm'd with the moſt powerful Ora- 
al tory, will ſerve to move no other Affection in his 
th Hearers, than that of Indignation againſt his 
he a Hypo- 
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Hypocriſy and Impudence, to hear him exce]- 
lently declaim againſt a Vice, of which himſelf 
is notoriouſſy guilty ; and they will ſay, 


TLoripedem rectus derideat, e/Ethiopem albas, 


In a word, as a wiſe Man well obſerves, 
Every notorious Vice is infinitely againſt the Spirit 
of Government, and depreſſes a Man to an Even- 
af5 with common Perſons. ' © a 


—— Facinnus quos inquinat æquat. 


And when a Man's Authority is thus loſt, 
he becomes a thing wholly uſeleſs in the 
Church of God. Uilefs did F fay ? *twere 
well if that were all: He is the moſtpernicious 
Creature that moves on God's Earth; he ſerves 
to the worſt Purpoſes, to make Men Atheiſts, 
Infidels or Hereticks. Learned and knowing 
Men, of ill Lives, have been always the grea- 
teſt Stombling Block in the Church of God; 
their Fall is not ſingle, but attended with the 
Ruin of many others ; who imitating the bar- 
barous Civility of "thoſe Nations that uſe to 
folemnize the Funerals of their great Men, 
dy facrificing a great Part of their Families, 
when the Teachers damn themſelves, are ready 
to die and periſh with them for Company. And 
theFallacy'that ruinsthem,is this; Becauſe ſome 
wiſe Men live wickedly, they preſently con- 
clude that Wickedneſs is the greateſt Wiſdom: 
As if it were impoſſible for the Will to chooſe 


contrary 
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29 
contrary to the DiQates of the . 
or for a Man that knows his Duty, not to do 
it. We of this Age have reaſon to take ſpeci- 
al Notice of this. For as Cicero, enquiring 
into the Cauſes of thoſe bold and unheard- 
of Attempts, that Catiline and his Confederates 
made upon the Commonwealth of Rome, pre- 
ſently gives this Account: Nos (dico aperte) 
nos Conſules deſumus So when we are aſto- 
niſh'd at the prodigious Blaſphemies, Hereſies, 
and Schiſms of our Times, and wonder at the 
Cauſe of them, we may quickly reſolve ourſelves 
after the ſame manner: Nos (dico aperte) nos 
Paſtores deſumus. For certainly all the Argu- 
ments that Hereticks and Sectaries have made 
uſe of, to ſeduce our People from Obedience 
unto the moſt excellent Doctrine, Liturgy, and 
Diſcipline of our Church, would have been 
accounted ridiculous Sophiſms, and no way 
ſerved their wicked Purpoſes, if they had not 


been furniſh'd. with a more powerful Topick 


ab exemplo, from the vicious Lives of ſome 
Clergymen. And as to this: 


-----== Pudet hee opprobria nobis 
Et dici potuiſſe, & non potuiſſe refelli. 


I might here be very! in repreſenti 
the Neceflity of Holinef ina Miniſter j but f 
thall only obſerve, that the wicked Teacher ſins 
with the higheſt Aggravation of his Guilt, and 
the leaſt Hope of his Repentance; he is the 
greateſt and moſt deſperate Sinner, — — 
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The preateſt Sinner; for either he is a Per- 
ſon of more than ordinary Knowledge, or he 
is not: If not, he ſinn'd greatly in underta- 
king that Office, to which fo great a Know- 
ledge is requiſite : If he be, his Knowledge 
doubtleſs increaſeth his Guilt. For he that Ion: 
his Maſter's Will, and doth it not, ſhall be beaten 
with many Siripes. Beſides, he muſt needs ſin 
with a very ſtrange Aſſurance, by living in 
that Wickedneſs which he daily reproves and 
preaches againſt, and ſo becoming au ron, H- 
70, a condemn d Man from his own Mouth. 

But that which T chiefly urge is this: The 
' wicked Teacher is, of all Men living, in the 
- moſt hopeleſs and deſperate Condition. *Tis 
uſually obſerved of Seamen, that dwell in the 

reat Deep, that if they are not very pious, 
For the moſt part they are deſperately wicked, 
becauſe they daily behold the Wonders of 
the Lord, and beſides live-in a continual 
and a very near Danger, bordering upon 
the very Confines of Death, and being, 


Quatuor aut ſeptem digitis, à Morte remori. 


but a few Fingers breadth divided from their fluid 


Graves. And if theſe Conſiderations do not per- 
ſuade them to fear the Lord exceedingly, as 'tis 
ſaid of the Mariners, in Jonah i. ver. 16. it 
A that they are — hardned. The 
Obſervation is'truer of the Miniſter; if he be 
not a good Man, he muſt needs be extremely 
bad; for he daily converſeth in the great * 
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of the holy Scriptures, and there ſees and reads 
ſuch things, that if they do not effectually 
perſuade = to Piety, tis certain he is a Man 
of an obdurate Heart. gn 

What Remedy is likely to work this Man's 
Cure and Repentance ? Will the dreadful Me- 
naces and Threats of God's Word affright him? 
No; theſe are daily thunder d our of his own 
Mouth, and yet to him they are but bruta 
falmina, Will the gracious Promiſes of God al- 
lure him? No; he daily charms his Hearers 
with theſe, but remains himſelf as the deaf Ad- 
der. Will thoſe excellent Books of learned and 


pious Men, that he reads in his Study, work any 


Good on him? No; he that flights God's Word, 
will little regard the Words of Men. Will the 
Publick Prayers make him ſerious? No; he 
daily reads them, and his daily Practice is 
contrary to his daily Prayers. Will a Medi- 
cine compounded of the Fleth and Blood of the 
Son of God (I mean the holy Euchariſt) do 
the miſerable Man any Good ? No; he hath fre- 
quently received . thoſe dear Pledges of his 
Saviour's Love, and yet is ſtill as bad as ever, 
and ſo hath trodden under Foot the Blood of the 
everlaſting Covenant, wherewith he ſhould have 
been ſanRify'd. The Lord look upon this 
Man ! for there is no hope of him, without a 
Miracle-of Divine Mercy. Nay indeed, all 
theſe excellent Means, by being made famili- 
ar to him, have loft their Efficacy upon him. 
Our Saviour, methinks, doth excellently re- 
preſent the hopeleſs Condition of a 1 
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Miniſter, by a Parable, att. v. ver. 13. 
where ſpeaking to the Apoſtles, (conſider d, I 
ſuppoſe, as Miniſters of the Word) he tells 
them, Te are the Salt of the Earth, but if the Salt 
have loſt its Sauour wherewithall ſhall it be ſalted 2 
I is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be caſt out 

and trodden under Foot of Men. Salt if it be good, 
is of excellent Uſe to ſeaſon many things; but 
if it become itſelf unſavoury, it is not only the 
moſt uſeleſs thing, good for nothing, but to be 
_ caſt out, &c. but irrecoverably loft ; there is 
nothing will fetch putrid Salt again ; for if the 
Salt bath loſt its Savour, wherewithall ſhall it be 
Salted * Thus neceſſary is Holineſs in a Mini- 
fer, both for himſelf and others. 

I have now done with the Difficulty, and 
conſequently with the Danger of the Paſtoral 
Office, repreſented from the three grand Re- 
quiſites thereunto 3 A very age Knonledge, 4 
great Prudence, an exemplary Holineſs, I fhall 
add but one Conſideration more, of itſelf a- 
bundantly ſufficient to evince the Whole; viz. 
That every Teacher is accountable: for the Souls 
committed to his Charge, This is the plain 

Doctrine of the — 2k of the Epiſtle to the 
Hebrems, Chap. xiii. ver. 17. Obey them that 
bave the Rule over gou, and ſubmit yourſelves, for 
they watch for your Souls, as they that muſt give 
Account, c. A dreadful Conſideration this! 
And S. Chryſoftome tells us, that when he read 
that Text, it did zaTa&der Th uy iv, cauſe 
a kind of Earthquake within him, and produce 4 
holy Fear and Trembling in bis Soul. And in his 
Commentary on the Text, he thus exclaims : 

(z) Lyrd, | 


Candidates of Holy Orders. 33 


(=) Lord, how, how difficult, how hazardous an 
Indertaking is this! What ſhall a Man ſay to 
t hoje 4 Men, that raſhly thruſt themſelves 
Into ſuch an Abyſs of Fudgments ? All the Souls 
that are committed to thy Conduct, Men, Nomen, and 
Children, thou art to give an Account of. He 
preſently ſubjoins, (a) Tis a Wonder if any 
Ruler in the Church be ſaved. A paſſionate Hy- 
perbole, exprefling his deep Senſe of the ex- 
treme Danger of the Paſtoral Office. | 
'Tis true indeed, the excellent Biſhop ſpeaks 
there, of thoſe of his own moſt ſacred Order, 
whoſe Place and Dignity in the Charch of God, 
as it is eminently higher, their Charge greater, 


their _ more extenſive; ſo will their 


Account be accordingly. But yet the fame is 
tue, in its Proportion, of every Clergyman, of 
what Order ſoever he be. So St. Auſtin ex- 
preſly, (b) If you mark it (moſt dear Brethren) 
Ju ſhall find that all the Lord's Pricfts, not only 
Biſhops, but alſo Presbyters and Miniſters of 
Churches, ſtand in a very hazardous Condition. 
And he gives aſhrewdReaſon for what he ſays, 
a little after, (c) If at the Day of Fudgment it will 
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dvtes Domini, non ſolum Epiſcopos, ſed etiam Fresbytervs & 
Miniftros Eccleſiarum in grandi periculo eſſe cognoſcitts. 

(e] S enim fro ſe unuſquiſque vix poterit in die judicit rati. 
nem reddere, quid de n 9 t, a quibus ſunt 
nnium anima requirenda 


be 
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be a hard Tack for every Manto give an Account of 
his own Soul, what will become of Priefts, of whom 
God will require an Account of the Souls of ſo many 
others committed to their Charge ? He concludes, 
magnum opus, ſed gravis ſarcina ; the Care of Souls 
is indeed a great Work, a noble Undertaking, but yet 
4 very grievous Burden. He muſt be a Man of very 
firm Shoulders, that is not cruſh'd under it. 

I have oft-times, not without Wonder and 
Indignation, obſerved the ſtrange Confidence 
of Empiricks in Phyſicl, that dare venture on 
the Practice of that noble Art, which they 
do not at all underſtand ; conſidering how for 
a little paltry Gain, they ſhrewdly hazard, or 
rather certainly deſtroy, the Health and Lives 
of Men ; and have judg'd them worthy of as 
capital and ignominious a Puniſhment, as thoſe 
that kill Men on the High-ways. But I have 
ſoon exchang d this Meditation into another 
of more Concernment to myſelf ; and my 
Indignation hath quickly return'd into my own 
Boſom, when I confider how much bolder 
and more hazardous an Attempt it 1s, for a 
Man to venture on the Prie/tly Office, to mini- 
ſter to the eternal Health and Salvation of 
Souls : How much Skill is requiſite to qualify 
a Man for ſuch an Undertaking ; how great 
Care in the Diſcharge of it; what a fad thing 
it would be, if through my Unskilfulneſs, or 
Negligence, any one Soul ſhould miſcarry un- 
der my Hands, or die and periſh eternally ! 

We miniſter to Souls. Souls! Methinks 
in that one Word there is a Sermon. Im- 
mortal Souls! Precious Souls! One whereof 

1s 
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is more worth, than all the World beſides, 
the Price of the Blood of the Son of God. I cloſe 
up this with the excellent Words appointed 
by the Church to be read at the Ordination of 
every Prieſt: Have always therefore in your 
« Remembrance, how great a Treaſure is 
« committed to your Chatge. For they 
« are the Sheep of Chriſt, which he bought 
ec with his Death, and for whom he ſhed his 
«© Blood. The Church and Congregation 
© whom ye ſerve, is his Spouſe and Body. 
4 And if it ſhall happen, the ſame Church, 
tc or any Member thereof, to take any Hurt 
te or Hindrance, by reaſon of your Negli- 
te gence, you know the Greatneſs of the Fault, 
“ and alſo the horrible Puniſhment that will 
< enſue. 8 
And now methinks I may uſe the Apoſtles 
Words in another Caſe, 1 Cor. i. ver. 26: 
(d) Te ſee your Calling, Brethren, You ſee how 
extremely difficult and hazardous an Office it 
is, we have undertaken ; (e) who is ſufficient for 
theſe things ? Whoſe Loins do not tremble at 
this fearful Burden on his Shoulders? Who 
would not be almoſt tempted to repent Him- 


| ſelf of his Undertaking, and to with himſelf 


any the meaneſt Mechanich, rather than a Afini- . 
fer ? But alas! this were vain, yea. ſinful. 
We are engaged in this ſacred Office, and there 
is no Retreating ; we muſt now run the Ha- 
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zard, 9 ſoever it be; in we are, and 


on we muſt. What ſhall we then ſay? what 
ſhall we do ? Surely this is our beſt, yea our 
only Courſe. Let us firſt 13 ourſelves at 
the Feet of the Almighty God, humbly confeſ- 
ſing and heartily bewailing our great and ma- 
nifo1d Miſcarriages in this weighty Under- 
taking ; let us weep Tears of Blood (if it 
were poſlible) for the Blood of Souls, which 
we have reaſon to fear may ſtick upon our Gar- 
ments. The Blood of Souls, I ſay: For when 
I conſider how many leſs-diſcerned ways there 
be, whereby a Man may involve himſelf in 
that Guilt, as not only by an openly vicious 
Example, but even by a leſs ſevere, prudent, 
and wary Converſation ; not only by Actions 
directly criminal, but by lawful Actions, when 
offenſive, (for by theſe, the Apoſtle aſſures us, 4 
Man may deſtroy the Soul of his weak Brother, 
for whom Chriſt died, Rom, xiv. ver. 15.) not 
only by a groſs Negligence and ſupine Care- 
leſneſs, but by every leſſer Remiſſion of thoſe 
Degrees of Zeal and Diligence, which ate 
requiſite in ſo important an Aﬀair. In a word, 
by not doing all that a Man can, and lies 
within his Power, to ſave the Souls committed 
to his Charge. I ſay, when J conſider this, for 
mine own part I cannot, I dare not juſtify 
myſelf, or plead not Guilty before the great 
Judge of Heaven and Earth; but do, upon the 
bended Knees of my Soul, bewail my Sin, and 
implore his pardoning Grace and Mercy, cry- 

ing 
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ing mightily unto him; Deliver me ſrom this 
Blood-Guiltineſt, O my God, thon God of my 
Salvation ; and my Tongue ſhall ſing aloud of thy 
Righteouſneſs. 

Having laid ourſelves at God's Feet, let us 
not lie adly there, bur ariſe, and for the fu- 
ture do the Work of God, with all Faithful- 
neſs and Induſtry ; yea, let us make amends 
for our paſt Negligence, by doubling our fu- 
ture Diligence. And for our Encouragement 
here, let us remember, that though many things 
are required of a Miniſter, yet the chief and 
moſt indiſpenſable Requiſites are theſe Tuo; 
A paſſionate Deſire to ſave Souls, and An unwea- 
ried Diligence in the Purſuit of that noble Deſign. 
The 4 that wants theſe two Qualifica- 
tions, will hardly paſs the Teſt, or gain the 
Approbation of God, the great Jhidge and Try- 
er ; but where theſe are found, they will co- 
ver a Multitude of other Failings and Defects. 
Let us therefore, Reverend Brethren, (and 
may I here conjure both you and myſelf, by the 
endeared Love we bear to our on Souls, and 
the precious Souls committed to our Charge, 
yea by the Blood of the Son of God, the Price 
of both) let us, I beſeech you, from hence- 
forth return to our ſeveral Charges, zealouſſꝝ and 
induſtriouſly plying the great Work and Buſi- 
neſs that is before us. t us think no Pains 
too great, to eſcape that d x&tpea, that grea- 
ter Judgment that otherwiſe attends us. Let 
us ſtudy hard, and read much, and pray often, 
and pregeh in Kaſon and out of Seaſon, and ca- 
f Gy 
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techize the Youth, and take wiſe Opportunĩ 


ties of inſtructing thoſe, who being of riper 
Years, may yet be as unripe in Knowledge; 


and viſit the Sick, and according to our Abili- 


ties relieve the Poor, ſhewing to all our Flock 
the Example of a watchful, holy, humble 
Converſation. And may a great Bleſſing of 
God crown our Labours! Let us go on, and 
the Lord proſper us! 


I have done ad Clerum, and have but a 
Word more ad Populum, to the People, 

My Brethren, you may poſſibly think your- 
ſelves altogether unconcern'd in this whole 
Diſcourſe. But if you do, you are miſtaken ; 
all this nearly concerns even you. I ſhall only 
point to you wherein. 

I. If the Paſtoral Office be fo tremendous 
an Undertaking, judge then, I pray you, of 
the ſacrilegions Boldneſs and Impiety of thoſe 
Uzzahs among the Laity, that dare touch this 
Ark, the Prieſſ's Charge and Care. If we (my 
Brethren). that have . fon trained up in the 
Schools of the Prophets, that have been edu- 
eated with no ſmall Care and Coſt to this Em- 
ployment, that have ſpent a double Ap- 
prenticeſhip of Years in our Studies, and moſt 
of us a great deal more. If we, I ſay, after 
all this, find reaſon to tremble at our Inſuffi- 
ciency for ſuch an Undertaking ; how horri- 
ble is the Confidence, or rather Impudence, 
of thoſe Mechanicks, that have leapt from the 
; Shop- 
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Shopboard or Plow into the Pulpit, and thus per 
ſaltum by a prodigious Leap commenced Tea» 
chers? What ſhall we ſay to theſe Mounte- 
banks in the Church, theſe Empiricks in The- 
ology ? Fonly fay this Ian never ſufficient- 
admire either their Boldneſs in venturing 
to be Teachers, or the childiſh Folly and Sim- 
licity of thoſe that give themſelves up to 
be their Diſciples. Fis a Miracle that any 
ſuch Perſon ſhould dare to preach, or if 
he do, that any Man in his right Wits ſhould 
vouchſafe to hear him. | 

2. This Diſcourſe concerning the Difficulty 
and Hazard of the Prieſtly Office, ſhews ſufficient- 
ly all the Peoples Danger. *Tis the Danger your 
own Souls are in, (my Brethren) if not care- 
fully lookt to, that is the great Hazard of our 
Office. O therefore, if you do conſider it, 
what need have you to look to yourſelves ! 

3. Laſtiy, If our Work and Office be attended 
with this Difficulty, ſure 'tis your Duty to 
pity us, to pray for us, to encourage us, by all 
. ways and means to the vigorous Per- 
ormance of it; at leaſt not to add to our Load, 
or diſcourage us, either by your wayward Fa- 
ctiouſneſs, or ſtubborn Profaneneſs, or ſacri le- 
gious Injuſtice: If you do, ſad will be your 
Account. 

Remember therefore the Advice of the A.- 
poftle, Heb. xiii. ver. 17, Obey them that have 
the Rule over you, and ſubmit yourſelves ; for they 
watch for your Souls, as they that muſt give an 

4 Accomm ; 
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Account; (J) that they may do this i. e. attend 
on this Work of watching over your Souls) 


_ with Joy, and not nith Grief. Grotins's Para- 


phraſe is here moſt genuine, (g) ſweeten and 
allay the irkſome Labour of | your Teachers, by 
performing to them all Offices of Reſpect and Love, 
that they may with Alacrity, and not with Grief, diſ- 
charge that Funttion, which is of itſelf a ſufficient 
O66, at without any Addition of Sorrow from 
ou. . 

Mom to God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſ, 
be aſcribed all Honour and Glory, Adoration 
and Worſhip, both now and for ever, Amen. 


————— H 


as 


(f) "Iva wert N, Thuro %, v u Gevdtovres. 

(g) Mulcete eum laborem omnibus obſequits & offictts, ut 
cum alacritate potines uvam dolore fungant ur munere ſatis 
gravi, etianſt a vobis nibil triſte accedat. 
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T he principal Parts and Branches of 

the Paſtoral Office, with Rules and 
Direct ions for the due Performance 
of each of them, 


Ina CHARGE to the Clergy of the 
Dioceſe of St. Davids. 


Reverend Brethren of the Clergy, 


SHALL not waſte my Time and little 
Strength, by detaining you with a lon 
and uſeleſs Preface. In ſhort, my Bufinefs 
at this time, ſnall be to ſet before you the ſeve- 
ral Parts and Branches of that holy Office and 
Function, which you have undertaken, toge- 
ther with ſome Rules and Directions which 
are neceſſary to be obſerved for the due Per- 
formance of each of them. 
Ihe principal Parts and Branches of the 
Paſtoral Office are theſe five. 
Firſt, Reading Divine Service, or the Pray» 
ers of the Church, | 
\ Secondly, Preaching. 
Thirdly, Catechiing. 
ot PIE Fourthly, 
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Fourthly, Adminiſtring the holy Sacraments 
of Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper. 

Fifthly and laſtly, Yiſting of the Sick. 


Firſt, Reading Divine Service, or the Prayers 
of the Church. This ſome may think to be a 
flight and eaſy Matter, that needs not any Ad- 
vice or Directions; but they are very much 
miſtaken. For to the Reading of the Prayers 
aright, there is need of great Care and 
Caution. The Prayers of the Church muſt be 
read audibly, diſtinttly, and reverently. 

1. Azdibly, ſo that if poſſible, all that are 

reſent may hear them, and join in them. 

here are ſome that mutter the Prayers, as if 
they were to pray only to themſelves, where- 
by they exclude moſt of the Congregation from 
the Benefit of them. 

2. The Prayers of the Church ought to be 
read diſtinctly and leiſurely ; not to be gallop d 
over, as the manner of ſome is, who read the 
Prayers fo faſt, that they out-runthe Attention 
and Devotion of the People, not giving them 
time to join with them, or to make their Re- 
ſponſes in their due Places. This Rule is to 
be obſerv'd in reading the Prayers throughout, 
but eſpecially in reading the Decalogue or Ten 
Commandments in the ſecond Service. There 
are ſome that read the Commandments fo thick 
one upon another, that the People have not 
time to add that excellent Prayer to each of 
them, Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our 
Hearts to keep this Lay, es 
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To this Head, of diſtinct reading the Pray- 
ers, I ſhall only add this one Obſervation, 
Whereas upon. Sundays and Holy-Days the 
Church hath appointed a firſt and ſecond Ser- 
vice to be read one after another, 'tis conveni- 
ent that there be a decent Interval betwixt 
them. For judge, I pray you, how abſurd it 
may ſeem, to conclude the firſt Service with 
St, Chryſo/tome's Prayer, and The Grace of our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, and immediately without a- 
ny Intermiſhon to enter upon the ſecond Ser- 
vice. 

[ verily believe, the firſt Intention of the 
Church was, that theſe two Services ſhould be 
read at two ſeveral Times in the Morning; 
but now Cuſtom, and the Rubrick, direct us 
to uſe them both at the ſame time. Yet in 
Cathedral or Mother-Churches, there is ſtill a 
decent Diſtinction between the two Services: 
For before the Prieſt goes to the Altar to read 
the ſecond Service, x {a is a ſhort but excel- 
lent Anthem ſung, in Imitation whereof, in 
the Churches of London, and in other greater 
Churches of the Country, inſtead of that An- 


them there is Part of a Pſalm ſung. 


3. And laftly, The Prayers of the Church 
are to be read with great Reverence and Devo- 
tion, ſo as to excite and kindle Devotion in 
the Congregation. Thus the Prayers of the 
Church are to be read, if we would keep up the 
Reputation of them, and render them uſeful to 
the People. But alas! there are too many Mi- 
niſters, who by diſorderly and indecent, and 

irreve- 
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irreverent reading of the Litargy,diſgrace it, and 
expoſe it to Contempt. To whom the Church 
may complain, as one of old in the Poet did 


of the ill Rehearſal of his Oration. 


Quem recitas meus eſt, O Fidentine, Libellus, 
Sed male dum recitas, incipit eſſe tuus. 


The Book of Prayers which ye read, is indeed 
mine; but at the ſad rate you read it, I am 4 
ſhamed of it, tis none of mine, but yours. 

Iam verily perſuaded, that this is one Cauſe, 
that there are ſo many SeQaries and Separatiſſs 
among us. They find fo little Reverence and 
Devotion in the Uſe of our Common Prayers, 
that they cannot away with them, but run 
from the Charch to the Conventicle, where they 
hope to find more Devotion. | | 

II. Another Part of the Paſtoral Office is 
Preaching, i. e. (as we commonly uſe the 
Word) taking a Text or Portion of Scripture, 
explaining it, raiſing ſome uſeful Point of 
Doctrine from it, and applying it to the Edi- 
fication of the Hearers. For otherwiſe the 
bare Reading of the Scriptures is ſometimes 
call'd Preaching ; as Acts xv. ver. 21. For 
Moſes (that is, the Writings of doſes) of old 
Time hath in every City them that preach him, 
being read in the Synagogues every Sabbath Day. 
But here I take the Word Preaching in the fore- 
mentioned Senſe, as now it is uſed. This is a 
noble Part of the Paſtor's Duty, but difficult; 
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tis not a Work that every one / hould undertake, 
or can perform : For it requires the Knowledge 
and Underſtanding of the holy Scriptures, and 
in order thereunto, ſome Skill in the learned 
Languages, and other Parts of humane Learn- 
ing; it requires a good Judgment and Diſcre- 
tion, I add Elocution too, The Time will 
not give me leave (if | were able ) to ſet before 
you all the Rules or Precepts of the Art of 
Preaching, and to give you an entire Syſtem of it. 
There are many learned Men, who have written 
full Treatiſes of this Subject; I mention only 
our excellent Biſhop Wilkins, who hath publiih- 
ed a Treatiſe entitled, Eccleſiaſtes, or the Prea- 
cher, which J recommend to the Reading of 
younger Divines, and firſt Beginners in the Art 
of Preaching : To whom alſo I give this farther 
Advice, I hat they ſhould not at firſt truſt to 
their own Compoſitions, but furniſh them- 
ſelves with Store of the beſt Sermons that have 
been publiſh'd by the learned Divines of our 
Church. Theſe they ſhould read often, and 
ſtudy to imitate them, and in time they will 
attain to a Habit of good Preaching them- 

elves. Among the printed Sermons, thoſe of 


the late Archbiſhop Tillotſon are well known 


and approved by all. 
But what ſhall be done in thoſe poor Pariſhes, 
where there are as poor Miniſters, altogether 


incapable of performing this Duty of preach- 


ing in any tolerable manner ? I anſwer, that 
in ſuch Places, Miniſters, inſtead of Sermons 
of their own, ſhould uſe the Homilies of the 

1 Church, 
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Church, which ought to be in every Pariſh, 
And they would do well alſo, now and then 
to read a Chapter, or Section out of the 
Whole Duty of Man, which (I preſume) is 
tranſlated into the Wel/bþ Tongue, I add, that 
it would be a piece of Charity, if the Clergy 
of the Neighbourhood to ſuch Places, who 
are better qualified, would ſometimes viſit 
thoſe dark Corners, and lend ſome of their 
Light to them, by beſtowing now and then a 
Sermon on the poor People, ſuited to their 
Capacities and Neceſſities. They have my 
leave, yea and Authority fo to do; and they 
may be ſure the good God will not fail to 
reward them. 

III. The third Work of the Paſtor's Office i; 
Catechizing, without which Preaching will not 
be ſufficient. For if People be not well in- 
ſtructed in the neceſſary Principles of Religion 
when they are young, they will hardly attain 
to any ſound Knowledge when they are old. 
For according to the Greek Apothegm; 


Nexer id]pdew, Y yieo!le rubeſ dr, ral ry S.. 


To inſtruct an ignorant old Man, and to raiſe 4 
dead Man, are things almoſt equaily difficult. 1 
ſhall not inſiſt upon this Subject; for the Uſe- 
fulneſs and Neceſſity of Catechizing, is ac- 
knowledg'd by all, tho* the Work itſelf is by 
many of the Clergy ſadly neglected. Where 
ſuch Neglect is, tis the Duty of the Church- 

Wardens 
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Wardens to preſent. 1 ſhall make it my Buſi- 
neſs to ſee this Fault amended. 

IV. Another, and a main Part of the 
Prieſt's Office, is the Adminiſtration of the holy 
Sacraments, Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper. 
Firſt, for Baptiſm; the Church ſtrictly re- 

ires, that it be perform'd publickly, in the 
Houſe of God, not in private Houſes, except 
in Caſe of real Neceſſity ; as when a Child is 
weak, and cannot without endangering itſelf 
be brought-to Church. Bnt notwithſtanding 
this ſtrict Order of our Church, in moſt Pla- 
ces in this Country, Baptiſm is altogether 
adminiſter'd in private Houſes, and ſcarce any 
(if any) baptized in the Church, If this may 
be allow'd, away with the Fonts in your 
Churches, what do they ſignify ? To what 
Purpoſe are they there? If al the Authority I 
am inveſted with can do it, I will fee this 
lamentable Abuſe of the Sacrament of Baptiſm 
reform d. IS | 

But farther obſerve, that as our Church 
ſtrictly requires that Baptiſm be adminiſter'd 
in publick, fo it adviſes that it be perform'd 
(if conveniently it may be) on the Lord's 
Day, in a full Congregation of Chriſtian 
People. Hear the Words of the Aubricl. 

* The People are to be admoniſh'd that it 
is moſt convenient that Baptiſm ſhould nor 
* be adminiſter'd but upon Sundays and other 
« Holy-Days, when the moſt Number of 
People come together; as well for that the 
© Congregation there preſent may teſtify the 

6 Receiy- 
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& Receiving of them that be newly baptized 
& into the aber of Chriſt's Church, as 
& alfo becauſe in the Baptiſm of Infants every 
Man preſent may be put in Remembrance 
ce of his own Profeſſion made to God in 
<< Baptiſm. 9 

I take leave to add, that tis moſt for the 
Intereſt of the Infant to be ſo baptized, that 
it may have the Benefit of the united Prayers 
of a full Chriſtian Congregation, which is 
much to be valued. Methinks there ſhould 
be no need of urging this to Parents, that 
have any real Love or Affection to their Chil- 
dren. This would incline them to deſire that 
themſelves, which the Church deſires of them. 
Remember, I beſeech you, that your Children 
are to be but once baptiz d; and what is but 
once done, ought to be well done, in the beſt, 
and moſt perfect manner. 

To come to the other Sacrament, the Eu- 
chariſt or Holy Supper + this is the moſt ſacred, 
and myſterious Rite, the Apex, the Top, 
and Perfection of Chriſtian Worſhip, as the 
Ancients term it ; and therefore it ought to be 
perform'd with the greateſt Reverence and So- 
lemnity in every Pun&ilio of it, according to 
the Direction of our Church in her Rubrick 
to the Communion Office. But this you are 
eſpecially to take care of, that you adminiſter 
not the holy Sacrament to Perſons known to 
be vicious and ſcandalous, Hear the Rubrick 


of the Church to this purpoſe; viz, 
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© So. many as intend to be Partakers of 
* the holy Communion, ſhall ſignify their 
© Names to the Curate, at leaſt ſome time 
© the Day before, ----—--And if any of thoſe 
“be an open and notorious evil Liver, or 
© have done any Wrong to his Neighbours, 
* by Word or Deed, fo that the Congregati- 
« on be thereby offended ; the Curate havi 
5 Knowledge thereof, hall call him, — 
© advertiſe him, that in any wiſe he preſume 
“ not to come to the Lord's Table, until he 
“ hath openly declared himſelf to have truly 
“ repented and amended his former naughty 
Life, that the Congregation may thereby 
© be ſatisfyed, which before were offended ; 
“ and that he hath recompenſed the Parties 
* to whom he hath done Wrong, or at leaſt 
© to, declare himſelf to be in full purpoſe fo 
© to. do, as ſoon as he conveniently may. 

Lam not ignorant that there are ſome who 
plead for a free Admiſſion to the Lord's Table, 
of all that are Members of the viſible Church, 
and not yet excommunicated; and exclaim 
ainſt the Excluſion of Men from the holy 
mmunion, as a Device, and Uſurpation of 
the Pregbyterians and other Sectaries. But 
theſe Men are groſly miſtaken, for you ſee it 
is the s Order of our Church. I add, 


| that the ſame Order was obſerv'd in the Pri- 


mitive and Apoſtolical Churches. For Faſtin 
Martyr, who. flouriſhed within f — 
after the Apoſtolick Age, (i. e. aftet the 

oy 9 Death 
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Death of St. Fohn the ' Apoſtle) in his ſecond 
Apology tells us, That in his time none were 
admitted to the holy Euchariſt, but thoſe who 
lived according to the Law of Chriſt. It is a re- 
ceived Diſtinction among Divines, that there 
is a two- fold Excommunication, Excommuni- 
catio major & minor, the greater and the liſſer 
Ex communication. The greater Excommuni- 
cation is an Excluſion of a Man from the 
Communion of the Church, and the Publick 
Ordinances univerſally. The leſſer Excom- 
munication is indeed in order to prevent the 
greater, and to bring Men under the Diſci- 
pline and Correction of the Church, for the 
Amendment ok their Lives, that ſo at length 
they may be fit to be admitted te the holy 
Communion. | il 
So our Church informs us in her Rubrick 
to the Communion Office, where the Miniſter 
repelling any from the Communion, is re- 
quired to give an Account thereof to the 
Ordinary within fourteen Days after at the 
* fartheſt; and the Ordinary ſhall proceed 
<, againſt-the offending Perſon, according to 
the Canon. So much for the Adminiſtration 
of the holy Sacraments of Baptiſm and the 
Lord's Supper. O08 08871 56 * 
VI come to the fifth and laſt Part of the 
Paſtoral Office, viz. Viſiting the Sick, For 
«this we have an expreſs Command in the holy 
Scriptures, amet v. ver. 14. I any ſick among 
Jou, let him call for the Elders of the Church, i 
. the Presbyters of the Church; . 
they 
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they may not otherwiſe have notice of his 
Sickneſs. Sick Men too commonly neglect 
this Duty, oftentimes out of Fear, proceeding 
from an evil Conſcience, They look upon 
the Miniſter's coming to their ſick Bed, as a 
kind of a Meſſenger of Death, for which 
they are not ſo well repared. But if the ſick 
Man does not ſend for his Miniſter, the Mi- 
niſter (having other notice of his Sickneſs) 
ought to-go to him without being ſent for. 

How to. perform, this Duty towards fick 
Men aright, our Church fully directs him, in 
her excl e of the Viſitation of the Sick, 
which is fo full and perfect, that there needs 
nothing to be added to it. 

But obſerve farther, that it is the Paſtor's 
Duty to viſit his Pariſhioners, not only when 
they are ſick, but alſo when they are well and 
in good Health; not only with common neigh- 
bourly Viſits, but viſiting them to the Pur- 

ſes of Salvation. He ſhould ſometimes go 
= to their Houſes, and miniſter to their 
Souls in private, mildly reproving them for 
what Faults he obſerves in them, admoniſh- 
ing them of ſuch Duties as he knows them to 
be ignorant of; as not coming conſtantly to 
Church, not frequenting the Communion, 
and the like. He is there ſeriouſly to call upon 
them, to mind them of the great Concern of 
theit immortal Souls, in time to prepare for 
Sickneſs and Death, and the tremendous Judg- 
ment that follows, Such particular private 

D 2 Appli- 
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Applications of the Miniſter to his Pariſhion- 
ers, are highly uſeful, and will render the 
Publick Ordinances more beneficial to them. 

To you, my Brethren of the Qergy, I ſhall 
conclude all I have to ſay, in a ſhort but 
ſerious and affectionate Exbortation. 

1. In the firſt place, and above all things, 
follow after Holineſs, without which no Man 
ſhall ſee the Lord. Holineſs is a Qualification, 
indiſpenſably required in every Chriſtian, and 
that ſub periculo Anime, as he hopes to be ſaved, 
and to ſee the Face of God in Heaven And 
can it be imagin'd, that a Miniſtez of God 
ſhould be ſaved without it? Nay, he is obli- 
ged to Holineſs in a double Capacity, both as a 

hriſtian, and as a Miniſter. As a Miniſter, 
his Calling obliges him to be almoſt perpe- 
tually converſant about holy things ; which he 
1 if he be not himſelf a holy Perſon. 
Je profanes God's holy Worſhip, his holy 
Word, and his holy Sacraments ; and God 
will moſt certainly and ſeverely puniſh ſuch 
. Profaners of his facred Things. 

Nay, a Miniſter of God is obliged to an 
exemplary Holineſs. Epiphanius tells us, That 


* 


the Duty of the Laity is T? ovupeſery %y 73 | 


ouYyſrwrov 4 more moderate Meaſure of Pity 
ſuited to their Capacity, and temper d with 
a greater Indulgence and Mercy. But from 
the Clergy is expected i weft vd & net. 
Co, a more exatt and accurate Courſe of Life 
inal things And St. Paul ſpeaks to the fam: 


Purpoſe, 
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Purpoſe, when he charges Titus to ſnew him- 

ſelf in all things an Example or Pattern of good 
Works, Titus li. ver, 7. For every Pattern 
muſt be excellent and extraordinary, and fuch 
as is worthy of Imitation. This th: People 
will expe& from us, that we ſhould go before 
them, and lead them on to Vertue and Piety 
by our Exampl-. And however they fail in 
other Civilities, they will be ſure generally 
to obſerve this piece of good Manners, they 
will readily give us the Precedence in the 
way to Heaven, and be content to follow us 
at a very humble Diftance. So that our 
Converſation muſt be ſome what extraordinary, 
if we expect by our Example to bring them 


up to the ordinary and neceſſary Meaſures of 


Piety; and we fhall hardly be able to do 
2 unleſs we ourſelves do ſomewhat excel- 
tly. wars e 
2. Be diligent, very diligent in the Buſineſs of 
Jour Callin f for it is a — — Calling, that 
will not admit of Eaſe and Idleneſs. 1 ſpeak 
eſpecially to the younger Clergy ; ply your 
Studies, give your ſelves to reading, chie 
the holy Scriptures, and the Writings of lear- 
ned Men that have explaind them to you. 
The Exhortations of St. Paul to Timothy 
are full to this purpoſe; Till I come, give At- 
tendance to Reading, 10 Exhortation, to Doctrine, 
meditate upon thee things, give thyſelf 22 
to them, that thy Profiting may appear unto 4 
1 Tim, iv. ver. 13, 15. Pena ] beſeech 
you, what kind of Perſon he was, whom St, 
i D 3 Paul 
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Paul thus exhorts: He was one, who from 
a Child knew the holy Scriptures ; one that 
had the Gift of Prophecy, and was endued 
with extraordinary and even miraculous Gifts. 
This Man St. Paul earneſtly calls upon to be 
diligent. in Reading and Study; what need 
then have We, even the Beſt of us, of this 
Diligence, who are ſo very far ſhort of his 
Accompliſhments ? In a word, an idle Per- 
fon in any Calling whatſoever is very con- 
temptible ; but an idle and lazy Parochial 
Prieſt is of all Mortals the moſt contemptible 
and inexcuſable. What! ſo much Buſineſs, 
and that of ſo great Importance as the Salva- 
tion of Mens Souls, and yet idle? For the 
Lord's fake ſhake off Goth: rouze up and be- 
ſtir yourſelves in the Buſineſs of your Calling, 
remembring that the Souls of your People, 


and your own Souls are at Stake. 


3. And laftly, Be much and often in Pray: 
10 God, eſpecially; in private Prayer. Content 
not yourſelves with reading Prayers at 
Church, but take Care alſo, that there be dai- 


ly Prayers in your Families, at leaſt Morning 


and Evening; and ſome time every Day retire 


to your Studies, and there, upon your bended 


Knees, earneſtly beſeech Almighty God to 
have Mercy on you, to direct and aſſiſt you 


in your Studies, and to give yon good Succeſs 


in your Labours. Pray for the Souls of the 
People committed to your Charge; pray. for 
your gyn Souls, that nhile Jou preach 140 others, 


If 
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If you do theſe things; if you adorn your 


holy Profeſſion with à holy Converſation ; 


if you be diligent in the Buſineſs of your Call- 
ing; if you pray daily to God for his Help 
and Aſſiſtance; he will not fail to be with 
you, and to carry you through all Difficulties 
with Honour and Succeſs ; and in the end, 
your Reward will be great and glorious, and 
an abundant Compenſation of all your Labours. 
So St. Peter tells you in that excellent Text, 
1. Pet. v. ver. 2, 3, 4. with which I ſhall con- 
clude, Feed the Flock of God which is among 
ou, taking the Ovir ſight thereof not by Unſtraint, 
but willingly ; not for filthy Lucre, but of a ready 
mind; neither 4s being Lords over God's Heri- 
tage, but" being Enſamples to the Flocks And 
hen the chief Shepherd ſhall appear, ye ſhall re- 


eie a Crown of Glory that fadeth not an; 
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4 Gallo LETTER fo the Rede- 
rend the Archdeacons, a the reſt 


of the Clergy Gil the Doo of St. 
Davids. 


My man, 


NEIN G defroms, dis to my 
Duty, to promote the 2 
92 of N oor? which the Provi- 
* dence ath, in a particular 
— dence of to my Care; and being 
ſenſible chat this great Work can be no other- 
wiſe effected, than by advancing the Intereſt 
and Power of Religion in the Hearts and 
Lives of Men: Give me leave to ſuggeſt to you, 
my Brethren, my Fellow-Labonrers in the Lord, 
ſome few Methods, which I Concejve may be 
of admirable Uſe to this Purpoſe; wh, if 
we are ſo happy as to accompliſh,” will = atly 
tend to the Increaſe of Piery and Vertue 
Dioceſe, enable us all to 
counts at the laſt great Day agen we ſhall ap- 
pear before the Tribunal of Chriſt; with Toy, 
and not with Grief, 


The "Fir f Thing © thertfore that I would 
recommend to you, nd which I do earneſtly ex- 
* ou, is to to * * with great 

Diligence, 
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Diligence, to eſtabliſb the Practice of Family-De- 
votion in all the Families of your reſpettivePariſhes. 
Ineed not prove to you what is ſo very manifeſt, 
that nothing helpeth more to keep up a Senſe 4 
Religion in the Minds of Men, than a ſe- 
rious, reverent and conſtant Performance 
of this neceſſary Duty; whereby both the 
Glory of God is much advanced, and many 
Bleſſings do alſo accrue to thoſe who in this 
manner daily adore and praiſe their great 
Creator, the Lover of Souls. But in order to 
this Purpoſe, I muſt with ſome Warmth be- 
ſeech you to make a particular Application to 
every Houſe Keeper in your ſeveral Parifhes, 
and to endeavour to convince them, if need be, 
how much it is their Intereſt as well as Duty 
to worſhip God daily in their Families ; fince 
it is not only the propereſt Expreſſion of their 
own Piety, but the likelieft Method to make 
their Chilken and Servants obedient and faith- 
ful: And I would farther adviſe you to ſecond 
your Exhortations of this kind with recom- 
mending to them ſome fmall Books, which 
explain and preſs this Duty, and lay down 
Forms for the Perforihance of it. I am aſſured 
that there are ſeveral * Books of this kind to 
be purchaſed at very eaſy Rates; and 1 could 

ured Books of this kind are, vin. 

The Neceſſary Duty of Family Prayer, Price 1 d. or © 5. 
93 to Houſe- Keepers to ſet up the Worſhip of 
God in their Families, with daily Prayers for Morning and 
Evening, Price 1 d. or 6 5. per hundred. | iſh, 
f | w 
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with, that your own Abjilities, or the Aſſiſtance 
of ſome charitable and well-diſpoſed Neigh- 
bour, might lodge theſe gratis in the Families 
of the poorer fort ; though if you procure a 
ſufficient Number of ſuch Books, it is not to 
be doubted, but that when your Pariſhioners 
think them neceſſary, they will readily. pay 
for the ſame, the Price being ſo very incon- 
ſiderable. WY 
. . Theſe, your Exhortations, and Procuring 
Books to that purpoſe, being backed with your 
frequent and repeated Admonitions, will,! hope, 
by the Aſliſtance of divine Grace, bring all 
Por Pariſhioners to the conſtant and ſerious 
ractice of Family Prayer; eſpecially if you 
repreſent to them at the ſame, time the great 
Importance of,, exerciſing this Duty, not on- 
ly as it relates to the Propagating of true Piety 
and Religion in the preſent Age, but alſo 
as it tends to the ſecuring of them in all future 
Ages. For the l of Patents and Ma- 
ſters will, in all Probability, make ſuch deep 
Impreſſions upati the Minds of their Children 


and Servants, as to excite them to an Imita- 


The Neceſſity of Family Prayer, and the deplorable 
Condition of Prayerleſs Families conſidered, with Prayers 
for their Uſe. rice 1 d. or 6 s, per hundred. 
All three Printed by J. Downing in Bartholomew Cloſe. 

Family-Devotion 3 or, an Exhortation to Morning and 
Evening Prayer, with two Forms ſuited 'thercunto, as alſo 
fer private Uſe. By E. Gibſon, D. D. 

rinted for R. Whitledge, Price 3 d. or 20 f. per bun- 

dred. | 

Family-Religion n or, the Exerciſe of Prayer and De- 
votion in 8 Families. | 


* Frinted for B. Aylmer, Price 2 4, or 1 05, por hundred. 
tion 
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tion of their Practice, whenever they ſhall be- 
come themſelves Maſters of Families ; And fo 
then this Duty will not only be obſerved in 
their Families at prefent, but probably alſo in 
all thoſe Families that ſhall deſcend and iſſue 
from them for ever. 

And to make this Exerciſe of Family-De- 
votion ſtill more uſeful, you muſt farther ex- 
hort them, when they have leiſure, as they 
often have on Winter-Evenings, eſpecially on 
Sundays, to introduce their Family- Prayers 
with reading ſome Portions of Holy Scripture, 
and of other pious and religious Books proper 
to inſtruct and perſuade them to the diligent 
Diſcharge of all Chriflian Vertues. 

And fince it is Matter of great Grief and Sor- 
row to all thoſe who unfeignedly labour in the 
Goſpel, and are entruſted with the Care of 
precious and immortal Souls, to obſerve in their 
ſeveral Pariſhes the habitual Neglect of this 
Duty, upon the conſtant Uſe whereof, the 
ſpiritual Welfare of their Pariſhioners doth ſo 
much depend; I cannot forbear ſolemnly char- 
ging you to exert yourſelves with more than 
ordinary Zeal in this Matter; that fo this 
Affair of ſuch great Conſequence to the Good 
of Souls, may in your ſeveral Pariſhes be 
brought to its wiſhed-for and deſired Per- 
fection. TD 

The Second Thing that I ſhall recommend 
and earneſtly exhort you to, as of ſingular Uſe 
towards promoting Religion in a wicked and 
degenerate Age, is io endeavour the Eretting Cha- 


rity 
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rity-Schools in your ſeveral Pariſhes ; wherein 
the Children of the Poor may be taught to read 
and write, and to repeat our excellent Church- 
Catechiſm, and to underſtand the Principles of 
our Holy Religion, which are ſo neceſſary to 
their Eternal Salvation; and whereby they 
may be fitted to receive farther Inſtructions 
from thoſe Diſcourſes you ſhall from time to 
time make to them from the Pulpit, It is not 
to be doubted, but that a great part of that 
Prophaneneſs and Debauchery which prevails 
among the poorer ſort, is very much owing to 
that groſs Ignorance of Religion which a- 
how among them: Now what Remedy ſo 
roper to prevent this fatal Miſchief, as the 
hriſtian Education of 2 Children under 
ſtrict Diſcipline? And this ought the rather 
to be attempted, becauſe I am informed many 
poor People in this Dioceſe are very deſirous 
that their Children ſhould receive the Benefit 
of ſuch an Education, though they are not able 
to de at the Charge of procuring it for them. 
his I do the more heartily recommend to 


Jou, becauſe it hath already been bleſſed, by the 


gracious Providence of God, with great Suc- 
ceſs in many other Parts of the Kingdom, eſpe- 
cially in and about the Cities of London and 
Weſtminſter ; where there are not only great 
Numbers of Children inſtructed gratis, in the 


Principles of the Chriſtian Religion, but are alſo | 
laced out to ſeveral different Occupations, and 

by degrees made uſeful Members of the Com- 
monwealth. And indeed, I hardly know any 
je Charity 
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Charity that is attended with greater Advan- 

es to the Souls and Bodies of poor Creatures, 
than this which I now recommend to you. 

In order to this Purpoſe, I beſeech you to 
apply- yourſelves to ſuch of your Pariſhioners 
as are willing to contribute towards the Carry- 
ing on this very good Work, and who are a- 
ble by their Subſcriptions to anſwer the neceſ- 
fary Expence which attends it. Lead them by 
your own Example, and upon this Occaſion 
do not fail to throw your Mite into the Trea- 
fury. Neither you nor they, I am fatisfied, 
will ever be able to employ your Alms better, 
nor direct your Charity to nobler Purpoſes. 
As to the Methods of ereQing and governing 
theſe Charity Schools, they are laid down wit 
ſo much Judgment and Exactneſs in the 4c- 
count of Charity-Schools, that is annually printed 
at London, and diſtributed all over the King- 
dom, that I ſhall 5 nothing to you upon 
that Head, but defire you to conſult that Ac- 
count, and ſeriouſly to peruſe it for your farther 
Direction. | 

And ſince I am upon the Subject of inſtruct- 
ing Children, I defire you to ſignifie to all 
School-Maſters within your feveral Pariſhes, 
that they take care to uſe Prayers in their 
Schools; Morning and Eyening ; and that they 
not only inſtruct their Kbolats in the Church 
Catechiſm, but alſo teach them ſhort Prayers 
for their private Uſe, obliging them never 
to omit repeating them Morning and Evening. 
And I deſire you to inquire frequently, how 
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the School-Maſters of your. ſeveral Pariſhes 
diſcharge | theſe above- mentioned Duties; it 
2 of the greateſt Conſequence to the Wel- 


fare both of the Church and the State, that all 
Children ſhould be religiouſly and piouſſy Edu- 
cated. And therefore 1 require you from time 
to time, to ſigniſie to me the Names of ſuch 
School-Maſters, as after your repeated Admo- 
nitions ſhall neglect this Duty, as to the afore- 
ſaid Particulars, that their Licences may be re- 
voked, and that they may be declared for the 
future incapable of ſo great a Truſt. 

A Third Thing that | ſhall recommend to 
you, as very uſeful towards Propagating Chri- 
ſtian Knowledge, is to endeavour 10. diſpoſe all 
Patents that are of Ability in your ſeveral Pari- 
ſhes, to ſupply each of their Children, before they 
marry, or are othermiſe ſettled in the World, with 
a ſmall * Library.” containing | Books of Praftical 
Divinity, to the Value of three, 1 or five 
Pounds, ou in 4 little Preſs with Shelves pro- 
per for that Purpoſe, This will make any Por- 
tion, that Parents are able to beſtow upon 
their Children, a true Bleſſing ; and indeed 
is a very valuable Preſent, ſince it tends fo 
directly to provide for the Welfare of their 
Immortal Souls. And to render this moſt ef- 


„T here has been fince —_ 4 Sheet of Paper, called, 


The young Chriſtian's Library ; or 4 Collection of good and | 


uſefze Books, proper to be given to young Perſons by their Pa- 
wan ix N Chriſtian 2 and Imbrovement, 
&c. Printed and 1014 by J. Downing in Bartholomew - Cloſe, 
near Weſt · Smithſield. 8 | (51 
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fectual, they ought to enjoin their Children, 
at the fame time they make them this Preſent 
of Books, to read them often and ſeriouſly, and 
to keep them with care and ſafety during their 
Lives, and then to leave them in the ſame 
good Condition to their Poſterity; by which 
means the Knowledge of Religion may be 
propagated from Age to Age in all future Ge- 
nerations. 

The Nurth Thing [ ſhall recommend to you, 
is, to give not ice to all your Pariſhioners, that the 
Common-prayer Book in Welch is dately printed 
in a ſmall Volum?, and ſold by Mr. Whitledge, 
Bookſeller, in Ave-Mary-Lane at London, and 
by Mr. Thomas Jones at Shrewsbury; ſo that 
all your Pariſhioners may ſupply themſelves there- 
with. Theſe Common-prayer Books are much 
wanted by the People of my Dioceſe, and I am 
informed, that Gy will be univerſally pur- 
chaſed,” eſpecially ſince they will be fold for 
about Ei Liver: pag apiece. And to facili- 
tate this matter, and make it eaſy to your 
Pariſhioners, I would adviſe: you to collect 
Money of them, in order to buy ſuch Quan- 
tities as may fupply their Occaſions; that by 
this means they may quickly and eaſily be diſ- 
perſt through the whole Dioceſe. eee 
I need not ſuggeſt to you the Advantages 
that will ariſe from your Succeſs in this matter; 
they appear at firſt ſight, and a little Conſi- 
deration will make them familtar to you. And 
that the Poor may be brought to give theit 
Attendance in the Houſe of God; I conceive 
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it-may be very proper for you, to ede, 
the Gentlemen, and other Perſons of Ability 
within your ſeveral Pariſhes, who uſually on 
Sundays relieve the Poor ar their own Doors, 
to confine that Charity to ſuch as have that 
Day been at Church; and if ir may be con- 
venient, even to give their Alms at the 
Church Doors. This Method will in all pro- 
bability excite the Poor to diligence, in at- 
tending the publick Worſhip of God. 

The Fifth Thing that I ſhall recommend 
to you, and to which I Co moſt earneſtly ex- 
hort you, is, that you nould endeavour to uſe 
Jour Intereſt with the B of the Peace in the 
other Counties of my Dioceſe, to follow the Ex- 
ample of thoſe of Carmarthen, Where ſeveral 
worthy Juſtices of the Peace have exerted 
| themſelves with great Vigour, to' ſuppreſs 
Vice and Immorality; as appears by the un- 
der-written Paper, which they ſubſcribed in 
open Quarter-Sefſions, and which afterwards 
was diſperſt into every Pariſh of the ſaid 
County; and which, as I am informed, hath 
had a wonderful Influence upon the Lives and 
Manners of the People. 5 

The Making of the beſt Laws is but of ſmall 
importance, if no care is taken to put them in 
Execution; they ſhew indeed the Wiſdom of 
thoſe that have contrived and enacted them, 
but they will leave us where they found us, 
except Magiſtrates put on Vigour and Reſolu- 
tion, to render them effectual to the Purpoſes 
for which they were deſigned. This, Puch 

was 
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was urged upon all the Magiſtrates of the King- 
had .- He: Maieſty Hertel, upon Her es 
Acceſſion to the Throne, as one of Her firſt 
Cares for the Welfare bf Her People; and 
indeed, it tendeth ſo apparently to the Honour 
of God,as well as to the Good of all Her Maje- 
ſtys Subjects, that it's no wonder that it ſhould 
be ſo particularly the Concern of a Princeſs, 
who is diſtinguiſh d by Her Zeal for both, 

You may farther ſtrengthen the Example of 
the Juſtices of the Peace of Carmarthen, with 
the Practice of ſeveral worthy Societies in 
this Kingdom, who (to their true Honour 
be it ſpoken) zealouſly labour in this good 
Work of Reformation of Manners. 1 do, 
therefore, moſt heartily recommend them both 
to their Imitation, and exhort you to ſoli- 
cite their Compliance with this my Recom- 
mendation, in regard ſuch extraordinary Suc- 
ceſs hath attended the Proceedings of the Gen- 
tlemen in the County of Carmarthen ; and that 
by the Endeavours of the Societies, many thou- 
ſands of lewd and diſorderly Perſons have 
been brought to legal Puniſhment. 

There is one Inſtance more, of the good Diſ- 
politions of the Juſtices of the Peace of (urmar- 
thenſhire, which I deſire you to lay before the 
Juſtices of-the Peace of the other Counties 
of my Dioceſe; and which I require you to 


exhort them to imitate z viz. The Method 


they take, of providing for the ſpiritual Wants 
of poor Priſoners in their County-Gaol, by 


allowing a Salary of five Pounds per Ann. to 
| E 4 Cler- 
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a Clergy-man, to read to them divine Service 
every Lord's Day, and frequently to admini- 
ſter to them the comfortable Sacrament of 
the Body and Blood of our Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt. TH 

I ſhall conclude this long Letter, with pray- 
ing to God, from whom cometh every good 
and perfect Gift, that he would enable you, 
by his Grace, to perform what 1 have recom- 
mended to you, as tending very much to the 
Honour and Service of our great Maſter; and 
that he would be pleaſed to bleſs your ſincere 
Endeavours with Succeſs: And at the ſame 
time, I do aſſure you that I am, 


My dear Brethren, 


Your moſt affettionate Brother, 
and Humble Servant, 


_ George St. Davids. 


The Paper mentioned to be under: ritten. 


WW Hereas the Queen has iſſued forth her 

7? ſeveral Proclamations, for ſuppreſſing 
Vice and Immorality; wherein ſhe ſtrictly 
enjoins all Magiſtrates, to put the Laws im- 
partially in Execution againſt all Perſons that 
are guilty of profane Curſing and Swearing, 


Pro- 


d. 


rere 


Candidates of Holy Orders, 675 
Prophanation of the Lord's Day, or any other 
Vice and Immorality. And whereas there 
has been a general Defect in putting the Laws 
in Execution againſt ſuch Offenders, both in 
England and Wales, until lately the Magi- 
ſtrates, in purſuance of the ſaid ſeveral Pro- 
clamations in England, hive exerted them- 
ſelves vigorouſly and impartially on theſe 
Occaſions, and have given Countenance and 
Encouragement to thoſe Perſons, that gave 
Informations of the Commiſſion of the ſaid 
Crimes ; Therefore we, whoſe Names are 
hereunto ſubſcribed, being Magiſtrates in the 
County of Carmarthen, do look upon our- 
ſelves to be under an indiſpenſable Duty to 
follow their good Example ; and we do here- 
by unanimouſly declare, that we will impar- 
tially put the Laws in Execution againſt all 
ſuch Perſons, that ſhall curſe and ſwear, and pro- 
home the Lord's Day, or commit any other 

ice or Immorality, And alſo we declare, 
that we will give all due Countenance and 
Encouragement to all ſuch Ferſons, that ſhall 
give us. Information of theſe Crimes, being 
enſible, that they do the greateſt Acts of 
Charity to the guilty Perſons, in endeavour- 
ing their Reformation. And we do hereby 
farther declare and promiſe voluntarily, in or- 
der to filence an Objection uſually made, that 
Magiſtrates are guilty, and do not pay; that 
we will pay any Forddinite we ſhall incurr by 
the Commiſſion of the faid Crimes, being 
tonvinced, that the Poor have a Riglit to it 
a E 2 by 
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by Law, and whoſoever detains it, will do 
an Act of Injuſtice ; therefore no Perſon muſt 
expect Favour or Connivance,. ſince we are 
ſo impartial to ourſelves. And we do hereby 
earneſtly requeſt the Reverend the Clergy of 
the ſeveral Pariſhes of this County, to cauſe 
this to be written in a fair Hand on Parch- 
ment, and afterwards that they cauſe the 
Church-Wardens of their ſeveral Pariſhes to 
fix it on a Board, and frame it in; that it may 
be kept ſafe, and hung out at the Church- 
Door duly every Year three times, viz. at 
Whitſuntide, Eaſter and Chriſtmas, by the Sex- 
tons of the ſeveral Pariſhes; and at all times 
that the Act of Parliament 5 Curſing 
and Swearing is read in the Churches, that 
all Perſons may be reminded often of theſe 
our Reſolutions, and to avoid the Commiſſion 
of the aforeſaid Crimes. Given under our 
Hands, at open Quarter-Seſſions, the ſixth 
Day of Oclober, 1708. 


Thomas Powell. 
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BOOKS printed for, and fold by Richard 
Smith, at Biſhop Beveridge's Head in Pater- 
Noſter-Row ; where Gentlemen may be ſur- 
niſh'd with all Modern Books, and Money for 
any Library or Parcel of Books. | 


FOLIO, 


Eorgii Bulli S. Theologiæ Profeſſoris & 
(GG Presbyreri pn Opera omnia, quibus 

duo præcipui Catholicæ fidei Articuli, de 
S. Trinitate & Juſtificatione, orthodoxe, perſpicue 
ac ſolide, explanantur, illuſtrantur, confirmantur; 
nunc demum in unum Volumen collecta, ac mul- 
to correctius quam ante, una cum generalibus Indi- 
cibus Edit a. Quibus jam acceſſit ejuſdem Tractatus 
hactenus ineditus, 40 Primitiva & Apoſtolica 
Traditione dogmatis de Jeſu Chriſti Divinitate 
contra Danielem Zuickerum, ejuſque nuperos in 
Anglia Secttaores; ſubnexa inſuper pluribus ſingulo- 
rum Librorum capitibus prolixa quandoque anno- 
tata Joannis Erneſti Grabe, cujus etiam Præfatio 


huic Volumini eſt præmiſſa. 


Septuaginta Interpretem quem ex antiquiſſimo 
MS. codice Alexandrino acuurate deſcriptum. Et 
ope aliorum exemplarium, ac priſcorum Scripto- 
rum, preſertim vero Hexaplaris Editionis Ori- 
enianæ emendatum atque ſupplementum, addi- 
is ſæpe Aſteriſcorum & Obelorum fignis, ſumma 
cura edidit Joannes Erneſtus Grabe, S. T. >. Fol. 

Octavo. a 
The Hereditary Right of the Crown of England 
aſſerted; the Hiſtory of the Succeſſion fince the 
Conqueſt clear d; and the true Engliſh Conftituti- 
an vindicated from the Miſrepreſentations of Dr. 
Higden's View and Defence. 

An Expoſition of the 39 Articles of the Church 
of Englani, By Biſhop Beveridge, | 

OTA O and DYODECITMO, 
Pete * on Religion digeſted into 


twelve Articles; with Practical Reſolutions 


Y * 2 thereupon: 8 in — _ cr 
ears, for the ſergling of his Principles, and the 
* warp den Condud 


Conduct of his Life. The Seventh Edition, illut. 
trated and ad orn'd with Sculptures. | 

Private Thoughts upon a Chriſtian Life, or ne- 
ceflary Directions for irsBeginning and Progreſs up- 
on Earth, in order to its final Perfection in the 
8 Vifion, Part II. Written in his riper 

ears, and printed from his Original Manuſcripts. 
The Third Edition, illuſtrated and adorn'd with 
Sculptures. | 

The great Neceſſity and Advantage of Public 
Prayer, and frequent Communion. Deſigned to 
revive Primitive Piety, With Meditations, Eja- 
culations, and. Prayers, before, at, and after the 
Sacrament. The Fourth Edition ; to be had both 
in a large aud ſmall Character. 

One hundred and forty five Sermons, and other 

Diſcourſes, on Several Subjects, in 12 Vol. viz, 
Vol. I. Chriſt's Preſence with his Miniſters in 
general. The Manner of Ordination in the Church 
of Enyland, Salvation in the Church only under 
ſuch a Miniſtry. The true Notion of religious 
Wor hip. A Form of Sound Words to be uſed by 
Miniſters. The Church eſtabliſh'd on a Rock, 
Chriſtianity a Holy Prieſthood. The preparatory 
Duties ſor Holy Orders. The Efficacy of Faith 
in the Miniſtration of the Word, Miniſters the 
A mbaſladors of Chriſt. The Sacerdotal Benedicti- 
on in the Name of the Trinity, explained. 
Vol. II. The Being and Atributes of God. 
The Love of God in Man's Salvation. The Merits 
of Chriſt's Paſſion. Salvation thro' Fear and trem- 
bling. The Conſcience void of Oifence, The 
Knowledg of Jeſus Chriſt preferable to all other. 
The new NE in Chriſtianity. The Nature and 
Eternity of Heaven's Joys and Hell's Torment. 
The Glories of Chriſt's Croſs, The Excellency 
of the Soul above worldly Goods. /A Spiritual 
Life the Characteriſtick of .a Chriſtian. The O- 
bligation of Superiors to promtoe Religion. 

Vol. III. The Unity of Chriſt with God the 
Father. The . Incarnation of Chriſt. , Chriſt, the 
only Saviour, Chriſt the ſole Author of Grace 
and Truth, Chriſt the Saviour of all that come to 
him, Chriſt the only Mediator, All things * 
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be asked in the Name of Chriſt. Chriſt, as Man, 
is the Head over all things. Chriſt is our Lord 
and Maſter. The Blefled Eſtate of thoſe that be- 


lieve-in Chriſt, Admiſſion into the Church of 
Chriſt by Baptiſm, neceſſary to Salvation, Com- 
ing to Chriſt the only Means of Salvation. Abi- 
ding in Chriſt the-only Means of univerſal Happi- 
neſs Bearing much Fruit, the Character iickof 
Chriſt's Diſciples. | ; 

Vol. IV. "The Uſefulneſs of Faſting. The Suffi- 


ciency of Grace. Faith the Governing — | 

4 
Sovereign Remedy againſt all Troubles. Faith 
the Principle of Love and Joy. Chriſt the Foun- 


of a Chriſtian Life. Faith in God and Chri 


dation of all the Promiſes, God our Sovereign 
Good. The Preſent Security and future Happineſs 
of the Saints. The Communion of the Saints. 


The Chriſtian prise. The New Creation; Sted- 


faſtneſs to the eſtabliſhed Church recommended. 
Vol. V. The one ching needful. Univerſal 


Obedience requitite to Salvation. The Glory of 


God the final Cauſe of all things. God alone to 


be ſerv'd. The Advantages of Publick Worſhip. 
The Duty of Pablick Thankſgiving. - The Suffici- 


ency - of. Scripture. The Preference of Spiritual 


Food to Natural. The Preference of Things in- 
viſible and eternal to viſible and temporal. Of 
Truſt in God. The Nature and Neceſſity of Re- 


- 


ſtitution. tent] bf] 
Vol. VI. Three Sermons on Good-F i ay. The 
Myſtery of our Reconciliation by rt, explained. 


PY 


The Satisfaction of Chriſt, explain'd. An Eaſter 


Sermon. Chriſt's Reſurrection a Proof of his Divi- 
nity. chriſt's Reſurrection a Proof of ours, * Ciſt's 


Reſurrection | the Cauſe of our Regeneration. 
chriſt's Reſurrection the Cauſe of our Juſtification, 
Criſt's Reſurrection an Object of great Joy, An 


Eaſter Sermon. Chriſt's Aſcenſion into Heaven pre- 
paratory to ours. A Whitſon Sermon. 25 | 
Vol. VII. The Danger of Unbelief, Faith the 
rincipal inward: Purity. Faith in chriſt the only 
eans of Overcoming the World. Faith in Chriſt 


dur Title to the Privilege of Sonſhip, The Pro- 
feſſion of our 9 Chriſt ought to be Public 


+ . 


The Profeſſion of our Faith in Chriſt ought to be 
conſtant. Repentance the End of Chriſt's Coming 
into the World. & epentance a certain and the on- 
ly Method of obtaining Pardon. Repentance the 
only Method of eſcaping Temporal Judgments, 
preach'd on the Anniverſary Faſt for the Fire of 
London, Repentance the only Method of eſcaping 
eternal Judgments. Repentance and Faith the 
two great Branches of the Evangelical Covenant. 

Vol. VIII. Holineſs the great Deſign of the 
Goſpel Diſpenſation. Chriſt's Life a Pattern of Ho- 
lineſs to Chriſtians. The Holineſs of Chriſtians 
ought to be conſpicuous. The Wiſdom of being 
Holy. The Pleaſure of being Holy. The Advan- 
tages of being Holy, The exemplary Holineſs of 
the Primitive Chriſtians. chyiſt's Grace ſufficient 
to make Chriſtians Holy. 

Vol. IX. The Nature, Extent, and Polity of 
God's Kingdom on Earth. God's Omnipreſence 
the beſt guard againſt Sin, Lau 0 ye Rejoycing 
the Duty of Chriſtians, Univerſal Thankſgrving 
the Duty of CWiſtians. All things to be done to the 
Glory of God. All things to be done in the Name of 
chriſt. The Meditation of God's Law the good 
Man's Delight. The Vanity of hearing the Word 
of God without doing it. The Duty and Ad van- 
tage of ſeeking Binge I. The Sinfulneſs 
and Miſchief of worldly Anxiety. The great Duty 
of loving God. The great Happineſs of loving 


od. 

Vol. X. The Eaſineſs of Chriſt's Yoke. The 
Chriſtian Race, Chriſt the Way, the Truth and 
the Life. Chriſk a Saviour before his Incarnation. 
The Preſence of Chriſt in the Religious Aſſembly 
of Chriſtians. The way of Secking God ſo as to 
find him. The way of pleaſing God. The Para- 
ble of the Sower. The Blefling of Purity in Heart. 
- Againſt raſh Swearing, A Sputel Sermon. Obedi- 
ence to Governours. | | 

Vol. XI. The Golden Rule of Equity, the 
worthy Communicant, the Goſpe! unprofitable on- 
ly through Unbelief. Salvation wholly through 
Faith in Chriſt, the Chain of Evangelical Graces. The 
Duty of Temperance and Sobriety. . 

uůleleis 


uſeleſs without Practice. Of ſetting our affecti- 
ons on Things above. Of keeping our Hearts. 
Of taking upon us Chriſt's Yoke. An Exhortati- 
on to the Love of God. 

Vol. XII. Religion the happineſs of any Peo- 
ple. The Duty of thinking upon God. The 

appineſs of our Sins forgiven. Of good Works 
in General. Of Prayer. Of Almſgiving. With 
complete Indexes to the whole twelve Vosl. and 
a Preface, with the Character of the Revd. Au- 
thor and his Works; by ſeveral Eminent Hands. 
added to Vol. XII. | 

A Defence of the Book of Pſalms, collected into 
Engliſh Metre by Thomas Sternhold, John Hop- 
kins and others, with critical Obſervations on the 
late new Verſion compared with the Old. 24-. 

The Church Catechiſm explained for the Liſe of 
the Dioc efe of St. Aſaph. Price 15. ſheep. =y 

Theſaurus Thelagicus; or a compleate Syſtem of Di- 
vinity, ſum'd up in brief Notes upon ſelect Places 
of the Old and New Teſtament; wherein the ſa- 
cred Text is reduccd under proper Heads, explain- 
ed and illuſtrated with the Opinions and Autho- 
rities of the Ancient Fathers, Councils Sc. 4 Vo- 
lumes, Octavo. 

All theſe by the Right Reverend Fahter in God Willi- 
am Beyeridge D. D. late Lord Biſbop of St. 
Aſaph. 

The Doctrine of the two Covenants; the Doctrine 
of the two Sacraments; and Death diſarm'd of its 
Sting. Tin 3 Vols. Otavo, By the Right Reverend 
Father n God Ezekiel Hopkins, D. D. Late Lord 
Biſhop of Londonderry, Now firſt publiſhed from 
his Original Manuſcripts, 

Some important Points of Primitive CEriſtiani- 
ty maintained and defended ; in ſeveral Sermons, 
and other Diſcourſes, By George Bull D. D. late 
Lord Biſhop of St. David's, Viz. 

Vol. I. The Neceſſity of Works of Righteouſ- 
neſs, in order to Salvation; tho' the Reward 
of them is only to be expected from the free Grace 
and Mercy of God, aflerted againſt the Antin moi- 
ans and Papiſts, ' That the Soul of Man ſubſiſts af- 
ter Death in a place of abode provided by _ 
5 f . 


for it, till the Reſurrection; concerning the mid- 
dle State of Happineſs or Miſery, allotted by God 
to every Man pretently after Death, accord ing as 
he has been good or bad in his paſt Life, inconſiſ- 
tent with the Popiſh Doctrine of Purgatory, The 
low and mean Condition of the Bleſſed Virgin con- 
ſidered; as alſo the ſingular Grace and Favour of 
God vouchſafed to her; and that Reſpect which 
is due to her from us upon that Account, wherein 
the Invocation of her by the Papiſts is refuted. 
Sr, Paul's Thorn in the Fleſh, the Meſſenger of Sa- 
ran, ſent to prevent his being exalted above mea- 


ſare, conſidered aud explain'd ; with ſeveral Prac- | 


tical Obſervations drawn from that Subject. A 
Viſitation Sermon concerning the great Difficulty 
and Danger of the Prieſtly Office. The Different 
degrees of Bliſs ard Glory in Chriſt's heavenly 
Kingdom, anſwer to the different Degrees of Grace 
here below. Several Objections againſt this Doc- 
trine are anfwered. Everlaſting Life hoped for 
by good Men, under the Old Teſtament ; and 
that the Conſideration of the Vanity of the Preſent 


Life, is an effectual Means to make us fix our Minds 


upon Things eternal. What that Worthineſs is, 
and wherein it confiſts, which is required of thoſe 
ha ſhall be Partakers of the future heavenly 

zlory. | 

Vol. IT. That the Poverty of the firſt Preach- 
ers of the Goſpel was deſigned by Providence to 
convince the World of their Sincerity : and that e- 
ven Perſons- divinely inſpired, and Miniſters of 
God, did not ſo wholly depend on divine inſpira- 


tion, but that they made uſe alſo of the ordinary 


Help and Means, ſuch. as Reading of Books, with 
Study and Meditation on them, for their Aſ- 
fiſtance in the Diſcharge of their Office, The Exi- 
ſtence of Angels proved from Reaſon as well as 
Scripture; their Creation by God; the Fall of 
ſome of them ; the Nature of the Holy Angels; 
their State and Condition in reference to God. 
The Office of the holy Angeis in reference to good 
Men ; being appointed by God as the Miniſters 
of his ſpecial Providence towards the Faithful 
and wherein the Angelical Miniſtry doth more eſ- 
pecially conſiſt, Preſcrib'd Forms of Prayer in the 
3 | publick 
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Worſhip of God, practiſed from the very begin- 
ing of Chriſtianity, and was not only antient, bur. 
uſeful and neceſſary upon many Accounts. That 
the Doctrine of rhe Recompence of Reward to be 
beſtow'd on the Righteous after this Life, was un- 
derſtood and believed by the People of God be- 
fore the Law was given; and that it is Lawful to 
ſerve God with reipect or in hope of the future 
heavenly Recompence. That many may have. 
a Form or Shew of Godlineſs, when they deny its 
Power, and are far from the Reality and Truth 
of it. A proſperous Condition in this World is a 
Bleſſing of God, wherein we nat only may, but 
ought ro rejoice, fince it is given us by God as a 
peculiar Time of Comfort and Rejoicing Adver- 
ſity the proper Seaſon of ſerious Confiderarion, 
and fo contrived by the Providence of God, that 
it ſhould be intermixt with Proſperity ; and this 
Mixture of Good and Evil ſo proportioned by the 
ſame Providence, that it obviates all Diſcontent 
and Murmuring againſt God. That it is a very ſin- 
ful and vain thing for any Man ſo to glory in his 
own Wiſdom, Strength or Wealth, as to place his 
Truſt and Confidence in either or all of them. 
That the religious Acknowledgment: of Gods Pro- 
vidence, in the wiſe, and righteous Government 
and Difpoſal of all humane Affairs, join'd with 
an humble Dependence and firm Truſt in him, in 
the Way of Obedience to Him, Man's beſt, and, 
indeed, only Security. 

Vol. III. That it is a matter of great Uſe and 
Concernment, much conducing to the Purpoſes of 
Religion, ſeriouſly to conſider the Shortneſs and 
Uncertainty of Life ; and that ſuch due confidera- 
tion of our ſhort and uncertain Abode in this 
World, is the Gift of God, and the Effect of his 
Grace, which therefore ought co be ſoughr for by 
humble and earneſt Prayer. Diſcomrſe 1. The Doc- 
trine of the Catholick Church for the firſt three 
Ages of Chriſtianity, concerning the Bleſſed Tri- 
nity, conſidered ; in Oppoſition to Sabelhaniſm and 
Tritheiſm. Diſe* 2, The principal Parts and Bran- 
ches of the Paſtoral Om̃ce, with Rules and Directi- 


ons for the due Performance of each of them. 


Diſc, 


Diſc. 2. Concerning the Spirit of God in the 
Faithful, how and in what manner i: doth bear 
witneſs with their Spirits, that they are the Chil- 
dren of God; and what Degree of Hope or Per- 
ſuaſion concerning their Adoption, this Witneſs 
of the Spirit doth ordinarily produce in the Faith- 
ful. Diſe. 4. The Conſubſt antiality and Co- eternity 
of the Son of God with the Father, aflerted ; or 
_ ſome few Animadverſions on a Treatiſe of Mr, 
Gilbert Clerk, entituled Anteniceniſmus, ſo far as the 
Author pretends to anſwer Dr. George Bull's De- 
fence of the Nicene Feith, Diſc. 3. Concerning the 
firſt | Covenant, and the State of Man before the 

Fall ; according to the Scripture, and the Senſe of 
the Primitive Doctors of the Chatholick Church, 

The Life of Dr. George Bull, late Lord Biſhop of 
St. Davids: With the Hiſtory of thoſe Controver- 
fies in which he was engaged, And an abſtract of 
thoſe Fundamental Doctrines which he maintained 
and defended in the Latin Tongue, By Robert Nel- 
fon, Eſq ;. O#avo, The Second Edition. 

N. B. There are ſome printed upon large Royal 

Paper, for thoſe who are Curious. 

The Theory of Sciences illuſtrated ; or the 
Grounds and Principles of the Seven Liberal Arts, 
Grammar, Logick, Rhetorick, Muſick, Arithme- 
tick, Geometry, Aſtronomy, acurely demon- 
ſtrated and reduced to Practice, With Variety of 
Queſtions, Problems and Propofitions both delight- 
ful and Profitable. By H. Curſon Gent. 

An Epiſtolary Diſcourſe, proving from the Scrip- 
tures and the firſt Fathers, that the Soul is a Prin- 
ciple naturally mortal; but immortalized actually 
by the Pleaſure of God, to Puniſhment or to Re- 
ward, by its. Union with the Divine Baptiſmal 
Spirit; Wherein is proved, that none have the Pow- 
er of giving this Divine immortalizing Spirit, ſince 
the Apoſtles, but the Biſhops; with an Hypothehis 
concerning the Sacerdotal Abſolution. The ſecond 
Edition corrected. By Henry Dodwell, A.M. 

. Occaſional Communion, fundamentally deſtr- 
uctive of the Diſcipline of the Primitive Catholick 
Church, and Contrary to the Doctrine of the lateſt 
| Scriptures, 
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Seriptures, concerning Church Communion. By 
Henry Dedmell, M. A. WG 
Excercitationes dus: Prima de tate Phalaridis ;, Secun- 
da de late Pythagors Phileſopri. Ab Henrico Dodmel- 
lo A. M. 
De nupero Schiſmate Anglicano Paraneſis, ad exteros 
tam reformatos quam et iam Pentiſicios, qu Tura Epiſco- 
orum vetera, eorundemque à Mag iſtratu ſeculari Inde- 
ndentia omnibus aſſerenda commendantur. Ab Henrico 
Dodwello, A. M. Dublimenſi, 


In a ſhort time will be Publiſhed, 


The Life of Mr. Henry Dodwell, with an 
abſtract of all his Works, as well of his MSS. 
as thoſe Printed. By Francis Brookesby, B. D. 
Author of the Hiſtory of the Government of 
the Primitive Church. In 8vo. 


The Ancient Religion of the Gentiles, and Cauſe of 
their Errors conſider d: The Miſtakes and Failure s of the 
Heathen Prieſts acd wiſe Men, in their Notions of the De- 
ities, and Matrers of Divine Worſhip, are examined ; 
with Regard to their being altogether deſtitute of Divirs 
Revelation, with a complete Index, By the Learned 
and Judicious E1ward Lord Herbert of Cherbury, 

The Tale of a Tub 'revers'd, for the univerſal Im- 
provement of Mankind. by J. G. With a character of 
the Author. 

The Riſtory of Charles V. Emperor and Knig of 
Spain, the great Hero of the Hduſe of Auſtria ; Con- 
taining the moſt remarkable Occurrences that hap- 
pen'd in the World for the ſpace of 56 Years, al Na- 
tions being iu a greater or leſs Meaſure engaged in the 
Conteſts and Confuſions of thoſe Times; and giving 
an Account, 1. How the Houſe of Auſtria firſt came 
to the Crown of Spain, and whence the preſent Con- 
teſts between the Emperor and King of France had 
their Original. 2. of the Rebellion of the Com- 
mons of Spain, and the true Cauſes and Succeſs of it. 
3. Of the Wars witk France, and taking that King 
Prifoner.q. Of the Sacking of Rome. 5. Of the Re- 
&rmation and Wars which enſued on that — | 


the Revolutions and Troubles in Denmark and Sweden 
on Account of Religion. 7. Of the Affairs of En- 
gland, and Marriage of King Philip and Mary Quten of 
england. 8. Of the Wars with the Turks. 9. Of the 
tahng of Tunis, and crher places en the Coaſt of Africa, 
with the unfortunate Expedition of Algiers, | 10. Of the 
Conqueſt of the vaſt Kingdoms of Peru, and Mexico in 
America, And Litly, Of the moſt Heroick Action of that 
Empe ors Life, his voluntary reſ ning up all bis vaſt Ds. 
mintons, and reti ing 10 4 ＋ 5 Written in Spaniſh 
by D. F. Prudentio e Sandoval, Biſhop of Fampeluna, 
and Hiſtoriagrapher to King Philip III, of Spain, Made 
Engliſh by Captain Fobn Keie. 5 

R. flextons on our common Falling. Done out of French 
by 4 Per jon of Honour. 

The Parochial Clergyman's Duty ; or an earneſt Exhorta- 
tion 10, 1. Such 4s hold conftant Communion with the eſta- 
bliſh'd Church, 2. Such as ſeperate from, or renounce 
Communion with the eſtabliſh'd Church, 3. The Irre ig ions 
and Frophane, or ſuch as wegle# the Duties of Religion in 
general; digeſted from the Works of the late Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury, the preſent Lebe, of Tork; Biſhop Beve- 
ridge, Biſhop Stilling fleet, Dr, Sherlock, Dr. Scott, 
Myr, Wall, &c. 1 , 

An Abſtratt of the moſt curious and excellent Thoughts 
of Sieur de Montaigne's Eſſays ; very uſeful for improving 
tbe Mind, and forming the Manners of Men, Done into 
Eng'iſh from the French Original. 

A Conference between the Soul and Body, concern: 
the prejent aul future State: Sbewing how different the 
general Practice of Religion now is from that of the fuſt, 
chriſtians, aptrov d and recommended to the World, by 
the Learned Mr, Dod well. The Second Edition. To which 
are added, Morning and Evening Hymns. By the Right 
Reverend Dr, Kenn, Brſbop of B.ith and Wells, = 

FJoannis Erncſti Grabi Epiſtola ad clariffimum virum 
Duminum Foanne m Millium, S. I P. aule S. Ed mundi 
apul Oxcnienſes Principalem, Bec le ſia cantuari ſis Canc- 
n cum digu ſimum; 4% oſtenditur, Libri Fudicium genur 
nam L XX. Interpretum ven ſione m cam effe, quam MS, 
codex Alexandrinus exbibet: Romanam aum Editienem 
quod ad aithum Librum, ab illo prorſus diver ſam, atque 
cadem cum Heſyciana eſe. Subnexa ſunt Tria Nova Tay 6: 


Editionis Specimina cum variis Annotaiiembusy, Ab 
lon ; 
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Solon; Or Philoſ phy no Defence apainkt Love. A Tri- 
Comedy, With the MASK of Orpheus and Euridice. Vn 
zen by Capt, Martin Bladen, | 

A Farapbraſe and Annorations upon all St. P wls Epiſ- 
tles. Done by ſeveral eminens Men a Oxford ;, Coritcted 
and Improved by tbe late Reverend and Learne« Biſhop Fel. 
The thir{ Elition, with Adiitions. 

Several Diſcourſes, viz of Covetouſueſs ; of Confeſſion ; 
f Watching an1 Praying 3” of Chriſtian Liber iy; on Chriſt's 

anvity ; of Purifying the Temple 5, on the Reſurrefiton 
of the Feſfbility of Keeping Gods Laws; of Feaſting ;- of 
Moderation; of Super flitton ; on the Martrydom of King 
Charles I. All preached on particular cane, befure 
the State in the Cathedral of Si. Patrick's and chriſt- Church 
Dublin; and colletted into one Volume. By the Right Reve- 
ren Father in Gol Willtam Sheridan, D. D. late Lord 
Biſhop of Kilmore and Ar dag h, deprived, 

Chriſtian Perfection, conſiting in the Love of God; ex- 
plained in ſeveral Letters 104 Lay, &c. Mitten orig i- 
wally in Italian ty Cardinal Pctrucci;, now rendered into 


Engliſh : with an Accornt of the Author. 


characters and Critictjms upon the Amient and Modern 
Orators, Poets, Painters, Muſuens, Statuaries, an1 o- 
ther Arts and Sciences; with an Heroick, Poem in Blank, 
Verſe, entituled, The Age F Lewis the Great: Written 
originally in French by 12e Archbiſhop of Cambray and made 
Engliſh by . | | 

P. actical Phonqgraphy or the new Art of rightly Spelling 
end writing Words by the Sound thereof; and of rightly 
Sounding and reading Words by the Sight there f; applied 
to tbe Engliſh Tongue, Deſgu'd for rhe Uſe of the Duke 
of Glouceſter. By J. Fones, _ 

The Myſteries of Opium revealed, by Dr. John Jones, 
chancellor of Landafj, a Member of the colledge of Phy- 
fictans in London, and f.rmerly Fellow of Feſws Colledge 
in Oxford; Givirg an Account of the Name, Mark, Choice, 
Effetts &c. of Opium. | 

Advertiſements from Parnaſſus, witten originally in 
Halian, by the Famous Trajano Buccaltm, newly done into 
Engiiſh, and adapted to the preſent times: T. gether with 
the Authors Political Teuchſtone, never tefhe Tranſla- 
ted ; Aud an Account of bis Life, in 3 Vols. By F. G. 

Secretaria di Apollo, or Letters frum Apollo Hiſtorical 
«nd Political; directed to the moſt Eminem ale — 

tate 


. 


Srateſmen, and Politician in the World, as well Ancient 
«5 Modern. With Curious Remarks on the Claffick Au- 
thors, and other Greek and Latin Hiſtortans, in 2 Vols 5 


the Famous Trajano Boccalint, now done into Engliſl 


G, . 

*. Feaſt of Divine Love; or plain and eaſy Direction: 
to Communicants : with Prayers to be uſed before at and 
2 the Holy Sacrament ; ſcared to the ſeveral States and 

egrees of Chriſtians, in a new end uſeful Met hol, to which 
are added Morning and Evening Prayers for particular 
Perſons and Families, Price bound 10. d 
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